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MESSAGE FROM THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Md. Abdul Hamid

12 Chaitra 1425
26 March 2019

Today is 26th March, the Independence Day of Bangladesh. On the occasion of our great Independence and National Day, I extend my
heartfelt greetings and warm felicitations to my fellow countrymen living at home and abroad.
On this historic day, I recall with profound respect the architect of our independence, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. I pay my deep homage to the martyrs and valiant sons of the soil, who made the supreme sacrifice in the war of liberation. I also
recall with deep reverence our four National Leaders, valiant freedom-fighters, organizers, supporters, our foreign friends and people from
all walks of life who made immense contributions to attain our right to self-determination and the war of liberation. The contributions of
all would be written in golden letters in the history of our independence forever.
We have achieved our hard-earned independence through huge sacrifices. Bangabandhu always cherished a dream of building a happy
and prosperous country along with achieving political emancipation. Immediately after the independence, he had taken all out steps in
rebuilding the economy of the war-ravaged country. Keeping that in mind, the present Government has been rendering untiring efforts in
materializing the dream of Bangabandhu. After long struggle Bangladesh is now moving towards development and prosperity. Besides, the
overall development, the implementation of mega projects like Padma Bridge, Metro Rail and Nuclear Power Plant are going on. With the
launching of Bangabandhu Satellite, we have cemented our place in the space. We are dreaming of a developed Bangladesh by the year 2041.
Bangladesh is now being branded as a role model for outstanding success in socio-economic development.
In pursuing our diplomatic objectives, the government has been consistent in upholding the principle of “Friendship to all, malice towards
none” as enunciated by Father of the Nation. Our achievement in international arena also commendable. Our expatriate Bangladeshis have
also been making significant contributions to our national economy through sending their hard-earned remittances. Nevertheless, we
have to go a long way for achieving the desired goals of independence. We must ensure good governance, social justice, transparency and
accountability to make the development people oriented and sustainable.
Democracy and development complements each other. Jatiya Sangsad and the government have started the new journey after the eleventh
parliamentary election. Collective initiative is necessary to implement the development ideas of the government and make the parliament
meaningful. I hope that National Parliament would be the centre of hopes and aspirations of the people. For this, the ruling party as well as
the opposition would have to play constructive role. Present Government has set ‘Vision 2021’ and ‘Vision 2041’ respectively to materialize
Bangabandhu’s dream of transforming Bangladesh into ‘Sonar Bangla’. Sincere and collective efforts are imperative to implement the
programmes.
Imbued with the spirit of war of liberation and democratic values, let us work together irrespective of party affiliation to make our hardearned independence more meaningful. Let this be the pledge on the Independence and National Day.
Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HON’BLE PRIME MINISTER
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Sheikh Hasina

12 Chaitra 1425
26 March 2019

I convey my heartiest greetings and congratulations to my countrymen as well as all expatriate Bangalees on the occasion of the great
Independence and National Day of Bangladesh.
The 26th March is the day of earning self-identity of our nation. It’s the day of breaking the shackles of subjugation. On the eve of the
Independence Day, I recall with deep gratitude the greatest Bangalee of all times, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, under whose undisputed leadership we earned our coveted independence. I pay my deep homage to the 3 million martyrs and
200 thousand women who lost their honour in the War of Liberation. I also pay my tributes to four national leaders who steered the War
of Liberation in the absence of Bangabandhu. My homage goes to the valiant freedom fighters, including the wounded ones. I extend my
sympathies to those who had lost their near and dear ones, and were subjected to brutal torture during the war. I recall with gratitude
our foreign friends who had extended their whole-hearted support and cooperation for the cause of our liberation.
The Bangalee nation had fought against Pakistani rulers’ oppression and deprivation for long 23 years under the leadership of
Bangabandhu. They were compelled to hold general elections in 1970. Bangladesh Awami League led by Bangabandhu won overwhelming
majority in the elections. But the Pakistani rulers instead of handing over the power to the majority party in a democratic way; they
launched repressive measures against them. Bangabandhu in his 7th March historic address at the then Racecourse Maidan declared,
“The struggle of this time is for emancipation, the struggle for this time for our independence, Joi Bangla.” He instructed the Bangalee
nation to resist the enemies.
The occupation forces unleashed a sudden attack and started killing innocent and unarmed Bangalees on the black night of the 25th
March 1971. They killed thousands of people in cities and towns, including Dhaka. The Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman formally proclaimed the independence of Bangladesh at the first hour of the 26th March 1971. Bangabandhu’s
proclamation was spread all over the country through telegrams, tele-printers and EPR wireless. The international media also had
circulated Bangabandhu’s proclamation of independence. Under the brave and dauntless leadership of Bangabandhu, we earned the
ultimate victory on the 16th December 1971 after a 9-month bloody war.
The independence earned through supreme sacrifices of millions of people is the greatest achievement of Bangalee nation. To ensure
that this achievement remains meaningful, all have to know the history of our great liberation war and retain the spirit of independence.
The spirit of the liberation war has to be passed on to generation to generations.
Being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle, the Awami League government has relentlessly been working to develop the
country. We have been accomplishing the unfinished work of the Father of the Nation. We have achieved expected developments in every
sector during last 10 years. Bangladesh has become the ‘Role Model’ of socio-economic development in the world. Our government is
maintaining ‘zero tolerance’ policy to tackle militancy, terrorism and drug-menace. For the first time in the world, we have formulated
a hundred year plan named ‘Delta Plan 2100’. Bangladesh is one of the five top countries in the world in economic development. Ninety
percent of development work is financed by our own resources. We have executed the verdict of the trial of the killers of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman establishing the rule of law. The verdicts of the trials of the war criminals are also being executed. The trials of
war criminals will be continued as per our pledges to the nation. Due to the continuation of the Awami League government, grassroot
people are now getting the dividend of the development. Bangladesh is moving forward and it will continue. The next generation will
get a prosperous Bangladesh.
The people made Bangladesh Awami League victorious in the recent 11th parliamentary elections. We will fully honour the huge
mandate that the people of our country have given us. We will turn Bangladesh into a middle income country by 2021 and a developedprosperous one by 2041, InshaAllah.
Let us come and uphold the development and democratic spree being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle. Let us engage
ourselves for the welfare of the country and nation. Let us build a hunger-poverty-free and happy-prosperous Sonar Bangladesh as
dreamt by Father of the Nation. On the historic day, let this be our commitment.
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HON’BLE FOREIGN MINISTER
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH,

Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen

12 Chaitra 1425
26 March 2019

On the occasion of 26th March- the great Independence and National day of Bangladesh, I extend my heartfelt greetings and warm
felicitations to all Bangalees living both home and abroad.
On this great historic day, I may recall with profound reverence the greatest Bangalee of all times, Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who proclaimed country’s independence on March 26, 1971. Under his visionary leadership, we achieved our
long cherished independence through a nine-month long armed struggle.
With deep respect, I recall the supreme sacrifices made by our war heroes, the 3 million martyrs and the wounded freedom fighters. I also
pay my profound gratitude to the people from all walks of life and especially the members of our Diaspora and the diplomatic front who,
during and after our Liberation War, played a vital role in gaining international recognition. I also acknowledge with deep gratitude the
enormous contributions of our foreign friends in the emergence of independent Bangladesh.
The charismatic leadership of the Father of the Nation united the whole nation like a solid rock under one umbrella. Bangabandhu was not
only the leader of the Bangalee but also a forerunner in realizing the rights of the oppressed and deprived people of the world. Bangabandhu,
the great architect of our Libration War dreamt of a happy, prosperous, exploitation free and equitable ‘Sonar Bangla’ (Bengal of Gold).
His able successor, his daughter, Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina aims at becoming an upper middle income country by 2021 and
developed country by 2041. She hopes to realize Bangabandhu’s dream “Sonar Bangla”, a prosperous. exploitation free, just and developed
Bangladesh.
Now Bangladesh is on a pathway to prosperity. Currently, Bangladesh is marching forward with more than 7.86% GDP growth rate. The
number of working women has increased from 6% to 38% in the workforce. Introduction of six months leave, maternity and lactating
allowances, establishment of free community clinics are few critical interventions which have lowered maternal mortality by a 67% and
infant death by 75%.
In the last ten years, the size of our national budget enlarged about five and half times. On one hand, while Bangladesh is now recognized
as a ‘Role Model of Development’ on the other, it has been steadily achieving successes, earning many international awards and accolades.
As a consequence, the United Nations has recently announced Bangladesh’s eligibility for graduation to the status of ‘Developing Country’
from ‘Least Developed Country’. By successful launching of Banabandhu-1 satellite the first Bangladeshi geostationary communication
satellite. We have embarked to communication technology to a new height.
I congratulate all Bangladeshi Diaspora in every corner of the world that are contributing to the escalation of the image of Bangladesh.
I thank all the members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our Missions abroad who have been working with deep commitment to
uphold our national interest across nations.
On this historic day of Independence, let us all vow to transform Bangladesh into a prosperous technology based, developed Sonar Bangla.
Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.
May Bangladesh Live forever.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HON’BLE STATE MINISTER
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

12 Chaitra 1425
26 March 2019

Md. Shahriar Alam
Today is 26 March, Our great Independence and National Day. This is the day of breaking shackles of subjugation; a day of reaching the enlightened
world from the abyss of darkness. On this very day in 1971, the Bangalee nation started the War of Liberation against the misrule, exploitation and
repression of the Pakistani brutal ruler with the clarion call of our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Pakistani Occupation Forces committed one of the worst genocide indiscriminately on 25 March, 1971 to silence the Bangalee Nation forever.
Diabolical Mass killing during liberation war is a black chapter not only in the history of Bangladesh, but also in the history of world humanity. In
2017, the august National Parliament of Bangladesh declared March 25 as National Genocide Day to commemorate the genocide carried out by the
atrocious Pakistani Forces on the black night of March, 1971. Bangabandhu, the Architect of Bangladesh, declared the independence of Bangladesh
at the wee hour of 26 March in 1971. Bangladesh made its place in the world map as an independent and sovereign state with self-esteem through
the nine-month long Liberation War.
On this very day, I pay profound reverence to the great hero of the war of independence, the architect of great independence, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who led his people from the front in various movements and struggles from 1952 Language Movement to the 1971 Liberation War
to the greatest achievement of Bengali Nationalism-independent Bangladesh. With profound love and respect, I recall the supreme sacrifices made
by our war heroes, the 3 million martyrs and the wounded freedom fighters.
On this historic moment, I recall the contributions of the officials of the then Foreign Ministry who worked to build public opinion all over the world
in response to the clarion call of Bangabandhu during liberation war.
Bangabandhu had a dream of bringing smile in the face of Bangalee people. He wanted to make them free from exploitation, hunger, poverty and
subjugation. Daughter of our founding father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the current Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina has
been leading the development pursuit of Bangladesh. Recently, the people of Bangladesh fortified their support on her with huge public support on
the Eleventh General Election. As a result of pragmatic initiatives commenced by the Awami League government, now Bangladesh has been trans
formed into a trade –dependent country from an aid – dependent one. Currently, Bangladesh is marching forward with US$1.752 per capita income
and more than 7.86% growth rate. As a result, Bangladesh has been recognized as a ‘Role Model of Development.’
On this auspicious day, I thank all the members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our Missions abroad who have been working with sustained
dedication and commitment in achieving our foreign policy objectives and promote national interest of Bangladesh on the world stage. Also my
heartfelt felicitations go to the Bangladeshi Diaspora who has been contributing unceasingly for the development of our motherland by sending
invaluable remittance and brightening the image of Bangladesh globally by practicing Bangla and Bengali culture abroad.
On this glorious day, being imbued with the spirit of our great Liberation War and with a view to building Bangabandhus’s dream of ‘Sonar
Bangla’(Golden Bengal) . Let us take a fresh vow to devote ourselves to work from our respective position in advancing the ongoing development
efforts of the present government to strengthen the hands of Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and build a better world for our future
generations.
Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever

Md. Shahriar Alam, MP
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In an Interview with
Envoy Excellency

H.E. Sheikh
Mohammed Belal,
Ambassador of
Bangladesh to the
Netherlands
Netherlands and Bangladesh do share strong bond since 1615
how do you see this relation now?
It is very watery but not slippery! Indeed, water is our bonding glue.
Although Dutch presence in Bangladesh could be traced back to
the 17th century, when Dutch traders arrived in Bengal to establish
trading posts, our bilateral relations got its real footing around
1965 when the then East Pakistan sought Dutch assistance to deal
with its water problems. On their side, the Dutch were aware of
our entrepreneurship and the resilience of our people and found it
compatible for a vibrant relationship ever since.
After our independence, it is, therefore, no coincidence that
the Netherlands became one of the first countries in Europe to
recognize Bangladesh as an independent nation on 11 February
1972. After the independence of Bangladesh in 1971, the bilateral
relations between Bangladesh and the Netherlands have been
transforming from traditional development assistance driven to
broad based partnership for sustainable development.
The relationship took a significant spike in 2015, when our Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina came to visit the Netherlands for
an official tour on 3-5 November at the invitation of Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte. This was the first ever visit of any Prime
Minister form Bangladesh to the Netherlands. In the same year
and month, Her Majesty Queen Maxima visited Bangladesh on
16 to 18 November 2015 in her role as the UN Secretary-General’s
Special Advocate for Inclusive Finance for Development at the
invitation of the Government of Bangladesh. These Summit level
visits took our relations to a new high. These visits came at the heel
of a twin Ministerial visit from the Netherlands. Dutch Minister
for Foreign Trade and Development cooperation and Minister of
Infrastructure and Water Management visited Bangladesh in June
2015. Signing of 03 important bilateral instruments, respectively,
on Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100, land reclamation and attrition
in Bangladesh and knowledge and innovation partnership for
sustainable development could be seen as watershed moments in
our diplomatic history.
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What is Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 and how Netherlands is
going to join hands with Bangladesh government in order to
complete this plan?
The Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 (BDP 2100) is a mega plan to secure
a brighter future for our people. Never before in our nation’s history,
we have had the pause or recess to look into a future as long as
hundred years.
It is an adaptive techno-economic plan involving the interaction of
water, land use, ecosystem and climate change with development
outcomes. It aims at long-term water and food security, economic
growth and sustainable environment for Bangladesh while coping
with natural disaster and climate change through adaptive and
integrated strategies.
A consortium of nine Dutch firms and three Bangladeshi firms, with
the financial support from the Governments of the Netherlands and
Bangladesh, provided assistance to our Planning Commission to
formulate the BDP 2100. It has been formulated through conducting
24 baseline studies and stakeholder consultations including with
relevant ministries and agencies of the Government of Bangladesh.
The Netherlands-Bangladesh Inter-Governmental Committee acted
as a guiding committee in formulating the plan.
This flagship program between Bangladesh and the Netherlands is an
example of how knowledge transfers, from one country to the other,
set win-win enterprises. It is also an example of how rising tide of
good innovations and creativity in one country could lift millions in
another country.
The National Economic Council of Bangladesh headed by Honorable
Prime Minister approved the BDP 2100 on 04 September 2018.
Allow me to term this as Sputnik moment of our history under the
visionary leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
Now it is time for implementation. Bangladesh government has
already rolled out aseries of short- to medium-term investment plans.

The ultimate implementation will be guided by the MOU that we
signed with the Netherlands, International Development Association
and the International Finance Corporation. The investment plan
includes 80 potential programs/projects with an estimated cost of
around US$38 billion. The BDP 2100 will engage itself in areas of river
dredging, navigation, water preservation, flood protection, coastal
flood defense, water availability, irrigation, disaster risk reduction,
climate change adaptation, agriculture, fisheries, livestock, inland
water transport, etc. These projects are expected to be implemented
during the period from 2018 to 2030.
The biggest challenge for the implementation of the Plan will be
mobilizing the required fund and enough skilled manpower. A
Delta Fund is under consideration. The Government of Bangladesh,
development partners’ Environment and Climate Change Fund,
Public-Private Partnership, etc are being looked at as principal
sources of the Delta Fund.
We expect that that the Netherlands, with its vast reservoir of
knowledge and technology, huge pool of water and delta related
business entities and knowledge institutions as well as enormous
goodwill for Bangladesh, will come forward to support us to
implement the Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100.
What is Bangladesh Development Plan 2021 and what are the
goals and objectives that the country is planning to achieve in
this tenure?
Bangladesh Development Plan 2021 is a strategic articulation of
the development vision, mission, and goals of the Government. It
aims prosperous Bangladesh grounded in political and economic
freedoms of our youthful people.The expectation is that by 2021,
the country will have crossed the middle income threshold, with the
basic needs of the population ensured, their basic rights respected,
when everyone is adequately fed, clothed and housed, and have
access to health care.
The Vision 2021 and the associated Perspective Plan 2010-2021 have
set solid development targets for Bangladesh by the end of 2021. Those
targets, if achieved, will transform socio-economic environment
of Bangladesh from a low income economy to the first stages of a
middle income economy. Along with higher per capita income,
Vision 2021 lays down a development scenario where citizens will
have a higher standard of living, will be better educated, will face
better social justice, will have a more equitable socio-economic
environment, and the sustainability of development will be ensured
through better protection from climate change and natural disasters.
The associated political environment will be based on democratic
principles with emphasis on human rights, freedom of expression,
rule of law, equality of citizens irrespective of race, religion and creed,
and equality of opportunities.
The broad development goals underlying the Perspective Plan
include:
• building a secular tolerant liberal progressive democratic state;
• promoting good governance and curbing corruption;
• promoting sustainable human development;
• reducing the growth of population;
• instituting a prudent macroeconomic policy mix;
• promoting a favourable industrialization and trade policy regime;
• addressing globalization and regional cooperation challenges;
• ensuring adequate supply of electricity and fuel;

•
•
•
•

achieving food security;
making available adequate infrastructure;
pursuing environmental friendly development; and
building a digital Bangladesh
Bangladesh and Netherlands are strongly connected on the
platform of economic ties, Netherlands is one of the biggest
sources of foreign investment in your country, and how
Bangladesh is trying to enhance this tie for future?

The bilateral relationship between Bangladesh and the Netherlands
is now going through a transition from traditional development
assistance-driven relationship to broad-based partnership for
sustainable development with particular focus on trade and
investment.
The Netherlands is one of major export destinations of the exports
of Bangladesh (7th in 2017-2018). It is also one of the major sources
of foreign direct investment in Bangladesh (8th as in June 2018). The
Dutch investment stock stood at US$ 785.9 million as in June 2018.
The export of Bangladesh to the Netherlands is growing at a healthy
rate and at the same time Dutch investment in Bangladesh is also
steadily rising. The net Dutch investment amounting to US$ 108.6
million came in Bangladesh in 2017-2018, which is a 20.6 percent
rise over the preceding year of 2016-2017 and a 38.1 percent rise over
the year of 2015-2016. In recent years, the Dutch investment mainly
concentrated in power, trade, leather and leather products, cement,
etc sectors.
During the official visit of Bangladesh Prime Minister to the
Netherlands on 3-5 November 2015, the two Prime Ministers agreed
that economic cooperation and trade constitute a key element
for strengthening bilateral relations. The two sides expressed the
wish to increase bilateral trade and investment. Honorable Prime
Minister of Bangladesh invited Dutch investors to invest in the
emerging sectors such as pharmaceuticals, leather, agro-processing,
light engineering, jute, shipbuilding, power and energy particularly
renewable energy, infrastructure in water and marine sector, IT and
tourism.
Bangladesh Embassy in the Netherlands is working relentlessly to
promote bilateral trade and more Dutch investment in Bangladesh.
To further promote already robust bilateral trade and Dutch
investment in Bangladesh, the two countriesare taking innovative
initiatives through the Dutch RVO, CBI and FMO. Regular exchange
of business delegations is one of our primary conduits to bring our
people and businesses closer. Moreover, the Embassy regularly hosts
seminars, workshops on the potential of enhancing bilateral trade and
Dutch investments in Bangladesh, interacts with the chambers and
other trade and workers’ rights groups to secure more investments
from the Netherlands to Bangladesh.
What are the major export opportunities that both the nations
share?
The Netherlands is always an important export destination for
Bangladeshi products. The Netherlands was the 7th largest export
destination of Bangladeshi products accounting for about 3.3% of
total export earnings of Bangladesh in 2017-18. During 2017-18,
Bangladesh exported goods worth of US$1205.37 million, a 15.3
percent rise over the preceding year of 2016-2017 and a 42.5 percent
rise over the year of 2015-2016.
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The products that Bangladesh mainly exports to the Netherlands
include knitwear (around 42 percent), woven garments (around
41 percent), agricultural products (around 2.5 percent), footwear
(around 2.2 percent), home textiles (around 2.0 percent), jute goods
(around 1.7 percent), frozen fish mainly black tiger shrimp (around
1.5 percent), leather and leather products (around 1.0 percent),
pharmaceuticals (around 0.4 percent), and the rests constitute of raw
jute, bi-cycle, tobacco, ceramic and porcelain products, tableware,
toys, etc. Bangladesh has immense scope to consolidate its exports
of apparels, home textiles, black tiger shrimps, leather products, jutebased products, pharmaceuticals and bi-cycles.
On the other hand, Dutch exports to Bangladesh show mixed trend.
In 2018, the Netherlands exported goods worth of €245.0 million
to Bangladesh but in 2017 it exported goods worth of €335.0
million to Bangladesh, a 71.8 percent rise over the year of 2016.
The products that the Netherlands mainly exports to Bangladesh
include machineries, vegetable products, live animals, prepared
food stuffs, animal or vegetable fats and oils, mineral products,
chemical products, pharmaceutical products, organic chemicals,
plastic and rubber articles, articles of wood, pulp of wood, textile
& textile articles, articles of stone, base metals, etc. The Netherlands
too has huge potential to consolidate its exports to Bangladesh,
especially machineries, vegetable products, mineral products,
chemical products, pharmaceutical products, organic chemicals,
ICT and creative industries’ products, etc.
How the future looks like for Bangladesh in the Netherlands?
Bangladesh has an ample opportunity to deepen and expand its
exports to the Netherlands including apparels, frozen fishes and
shrimps, leather products, environment friendly jute products,
pharmaceuticals, etc. Bangladesh is also keen to have more Dutch
investments in Bangladesh, especially in power and energy,
port development, river dredging, land reclamation, hightech agriculture and aquaculture, ICT and creative industries,
shipbuilding, Blue Economy, leather and leather products, etc.
sectors. Although the size of our Non Resident citizen (NRBs) are
rather small here, but most of our people are gainfully engaged in
the Netherlands. Only in the city of Eindhoven, known as Brain
port in the Netherlands, we have over hundred highly skilled ICT
expatriates engaged in a win-win enterprise between our two
countries.
How Bangladesh is moving ahead to strengthen the bilateral
relationship between the two nations?
Bangladesh is very keen to strengthen the ongoing bilateral
relationship between the two countries. Bangladesh and the
Netherlands have a mechanism of regular Foreign Office
Consultations since 2015. Both the countries have so far had
three rounds of Foreign Office Consultations of which the first
one was held in The Hague in September 2015, the second one
in May 2016 in Dhaka and the third one in February 2018 in The
Hague. The fourth round of FOC is expected to be held in Dhaka
in 2019.
In fact, our relationship with the Netherlands catapulted to its
zenith following the two VVIP visits, back to back, in a space of less
than few weeks in November 2015. These visits put our relationship
on a new trajectory. As a result of the VVIP/VIP visits, host of new
initiatives have been unrolled while reinvigorating the existing
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ones. We are not only transiting from traditional development
assistance-driven relationship to “innovation” and “creativity”
driven broad-based partnership, we are also trying to strategize
our relations in a way that harness our mutual complementarities
without harming any. Globally, as well, we are partnering with the
Netherlands to promote world peace and inclusive development.
The trade and investment relations between Bangladesh and the
Netherlands have remained a cornerstone in the multifaceted
broad-based partnership between the two countries for sustainable
development of Bangladesh.
What kind of cultural exchanges are taking place between the
two nations? What are the major tourism opportunities in
Netherlands for Bangladesh?
Bangladesh Embassy continues to promote our secular cultural
ethos in the Netherlands. As part of our cultural diplomacy,
we hosted the first ever art exhibition of forty different artists of
Bangladesh in the Atrium City Hall of The Hague with the theme
‘Shades of Passion’ from 30 March – 13 April 2018. Apart from the
art exhibition, Bangladesh Embassy in The Hague promotes our
traditional cultural heritage in the Netherlands through different
cultural activities during our national events like the Bengali New
Year, International Mother Language Day, Rabindra-Nazrul birth
anniversary, etc.
Bangladesh is an unknown jewel of South Asia. We have the
world’s longest sandy beach in Cox’s Bazar; the world’s largest
mangrove forest in the Sundarbans (a UNESCO World Heritage
site), which is the den of the world famous Royal Bengal Tigers;
eco-tourism places in Sylhet and Chattogram Hill Tracts areas;
relics of ancient civilization including Shat Gambuj Masjid (Sixty
Dome Mosque; a UNESCO World Heritage Site),Paharpur
Buddhist Vihara (a UNESCO World Heritage Site), and an ancient
Buddhist settlement at Mainamati among a long list of must see
places for the Dutch.
What are the upcoming joint projects/plans which are going
to be accomplished by both the countries?
The Netherlands is perhaps the best partner Bangladesh could
expect to have to address all our issues concerning water resources
management. The Netherlands’ signature programs on Bangladesh
Delta 2100 and Blue Gold are two major pillars of our bilateral
relations. However, Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 remains the
flagship undertaking between Bangladesh and the Netherlands. This
undertaking is expected to enter in a new horizon of cooperation
between our two friendly countries.
We are also working to unroll hosts of new projects like articulation
of concepts of circular economy, 4iR, land reclamation, smart
agriculture taking cues from Dutch greenhouse technology,
intensive aquaculture, maritime cooperation themed on our
Blue Economy concept, academic collaborations between our
universities, capacity building for our water and climate diplomats,
eco-friendly projects like jute, handicrafts, circular garments etc.
We are working everyday not only to learn from the Netherlands’
best practices but also to offer our resilience and entrepreneurship
as well as a huge domestic market for the Dutch. In Bangladesh,
situated between two Asian giants, China and India, the Dutch are
bound to get their gateway to Asia. This is our daily project for a
mutually shared future. Period.
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Desk
With utmost pride here ENVOY EXCELLENCY presents this special collectable edition in
association with Embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, The Hague, The Netherlands,
on the occasion of the 48th anniversary of Independence of Bangladesh, March 26, 2019.
We’ve Messages from the Hon’ble President, Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and State
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.
The bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the Netherlands are now going through a
transition from traditional development assistance-driven relations to broad-based partnership
for sustainable development.
Bangladesh is a nation endowed with enormous potential that is yet to be realized. The
year 2021 marks the 50th anniversary of independence. In recognition of the long –term
development challenges, the Government under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina adopted the Vision 2021.
The Netherlands has a strong position in the development cooperation with Bangladesh in
water management, SRHR and gender, as well as in food security/agriculture.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has emphasized the need to undertake actions to advance
women’s empowerment, including working to overcome gender stereotypes regarding women’s
abilities.
Bangladesh is a “Land of Stories”. Everything of this land tells a story; a story of Bangladeshi
people and their heart. On the tourism side- Explore- Cox’s Bazar, The Sundarbans and
Somapura Mahavihara.
We are deeply obliged to the Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Netherlands, H.E. Sheikh
Mohammed Belal, for giving us an exclusive interview.

Bangladesh Tourism Board (National Tourism
Organization) Level-3, Building No-2, BSL Office
Complex (Hotel Inter Continental) 1, Minto Road.
Dhaka-1000

In addition, on the behalf of our entire team, let me convey sincere gratitude to all the
contributors who helped making this special Collectable edition successful.

DISCLAIMER: The views and opinions expressed
in this magazine are solely those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the editors
or publisher. Although all efforts have been made
to ensure the complete accuracy of text, neither
the editor nor publisher can accept responsibility
for consequences arising from errors or
omissions or any opinions or advice given.

Prof. Manoj Sharma
(editor@envoyexcellency.com)

Sincere wishes, and happy reading.
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Flag of Bangladesh

The national flag of Bangladesh was adopted officially on 17 January 1972. It consists of a red disc on top of a green field,
offset slightly toward the hoist so that it appears centred when the flag is flying. The red disc represents the sun rising
over Bengal, and also the blood of those who died for the independence of Bangladesh. The green field stands for the
lushness of the land of Bangladesh.

National Emblem of Bangladesh

The national emblem of Bangladesh was adopted shortly after independence in 1971.
Located on the emblem is a water lily, that is bordered on two sides by rice sheaves. Above the water lilly are four stars and
three connected jute leaves. The water lily is the country’s national flower, and is representative of the many rivers that run
through Bangladesh. Rice represents its presence as the staple food of Bangladesh, and for the agriculture of that nation.
The four stars represent the four founding principles that were originally enshrined in the first constitution of Bangladesh in
1972: nationalism, secularism, socialism, and democracy.
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Bangladesh at a Glance
Official Name: The People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Nationality: Bangladeshi

State Religion: Islam but other main religions namely
Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity are practiced in peace
and harmony.

Name of Currency: Taka (TK)

State Language: Bangla

Geographical Location: Between 20°34’ and 26°38’ north latitude and
between 88°01’ and 92°41’ east longitude.

National Anthem: The first ten lines of “Amar Sonar
Bangla”. written by Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore.
National Flag: Consists of a circle coloured red throughout
its area, resting on a green rectangular background. The
length to width ratio of the rectangle is 10:6 and the circle
has a radius of one fifth of the length.
National Emblem: The national flower “Shapla”
(nymphea-nouchali) resting on water, having on each side
an ear of paddy and being surmounted by three connected
leaves of jute with two stars on each side of the leaves.

Time Zone: GMT +6

Boundary: North: India
West: India
South: Bay of Bengal
East: India and Myanmar
Area: 56977 sq. miles or 147570 sq. km.
Territorial Water: 200 nautical miles.

Capital: Dhaka
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Bangladesh National Anthem - Amar shonar Bangla
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Sheikh Mujib My Father

T

here is a beautiful picturesque village on the bank of the
river Baigar. The name of that village is Tungipara. The
river Baigar reaches the Madhumati river by following
a meandering course. The river Baigar is one of the
numerous branches of this Madhumati. There lay a green foliage of
palm-tomal-hijal trees on the both sides of the river. The songs of
‘Bhatiali’ float from the mouths of boatmen on this river with oars
in hand; the chirping of birds and the ripples of river-water create a
fascinating environment.
The river Madhumati had flown beside this village nearly two
centuries ago. Habitats were then built up on its bank. Due to
the inviolable law of nature, the river has now moved farther
away. Many other villages also sprang up after the surfacing of
shoals. Our forefathers had arrived in this small riverine village of
natural splendor and beauty and settled down here with the goal
of preaching Islam. Their trading and commercial activities were
centred around the port of Kolkatta. They started cultivating crops
in fallow lands here together with the local peasants. Gradually, they
built up Tungipara as a self-reliant and affluent habitat. At the outset,
boat was the only mode of transport. Later, a steamer landing port
developed at the Gopalganj thana.
Our ancestors, purchased landed properties at Tungipara village for
dwelling. They built houses there by hiring masons and technicians
from Kolkata. Those were completed in 1854. The remnants of
those buildings still remain as a witness of time. The Pakistani
invading forces burnt down the two buildings which were used as
residences till 1971. After starting to reside in those buildings, our
family began to expand and the number of settlements around the

Sheikh Hasina

place also rose. My great grandfather Sheikh Abdul Hamid built a
tin-roofed house on the north-eastern corner of that building. My
grandfather Sheikh Lutfor Rahman started his family life in this
dwelling. And my father was born here on 17 March 1920.
My father’s maternal grandfather Sheikh Abdul Majid named him
as Sheikh Mujibur Rahman during his Akika (naming ceremony).
My father was the first son of my grandmother who issued two
daughters earlier. My grandmother’s father therefore donated all his
properties to her and said during Akika, “Maa (daughter) Saira, I
have given your son such a name that it will be famous all over the
world.”
My father’s childhood was spent diving in the river-water at
Tungipara and getting dusty on the rural-path passing through the
field. He used to get soaked in the muddy waters of monsoon. How
the weaver-birds built their nest, how the kingfisher went inside
water to catch fish, where lay the nest of the magpie robin – the
searching of all these were the usual activities of this romping boy.
My father was greatly attracted by the sweet melody of the latter’s
sound. And that is why he liked to mingle with nature by moving
around the fields and meadows with small children of the village.
He used to teach the little ‘shalik’ and mynah birds how to speak
or whistle after catching them. He used to rear monkey and dog,
and they used to do whatever he instructed. Again, he used to give
the responsibility of looking after them to his younger sister Helen.
He could not tolerate the slightest negligence towards these animals.
Sometimes the younger sister was scolded for that reason. There
is a narrow canal on the north-western side of our house, which
connects with the confluence of the rivers Madhumati and Baigar.
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A large ‘Kachari Ghar’ stood on its bank. And the teachers, pundits
and moulavi sahibs used to reside in rooms adjacent to this house.
They were appointed as house tutors and my father used to learn
Arabic, Bangla, English and Mathematics from them.
The Gimadanga Tungipara High School was built by our ancestors.
It was then a primary school, located almost one and a quarter
kilometer from our house. Abba (my father) initially studies in
this school. One day, his boat capsized while he was returning
from school. My father fell down in the canal water. After that,
my grandmother did not allow him to go to that school. He was a
little boy, the apple of their eyes, object of love and affection of all
family-members; his slightest discomfort brought pains to others.
She admitted him to Gopalganj Missionary School taking a transfer
certificate from that school. Gopalganj was the place of work of my
grandfather. From then on, my father started to receive education
at Gopalganj. At one stage, my grandfather was transferred to
Madaripur. My father studies at Madaripur during that episode.
Later, his teenage days were spent in Gopalganj.
The health condition of my father was quite delicate. The only
thinking of my grandmother was therefore focused on how to keep
his ‘Khoka’ well. My grandparents also called him ‘Khoka’ out of
affection. And he was known as ‘Mia Bhai’ to his peers and villagers.
He could associate very easily with the simple village-folks. My
grandmother constantly remained busy for improving Khoka’s
health condition. Milk, posset, butter etc. were therefore produced
in the household. Fruits from the garden and fresh fish from the
river were always kept ready for Khoka, but my father was very
lean and thin since his very childhood; the refore my grandmother
regretted why herchild did not become plump with nutrition.
During food intakes, he preferred ordinary rice, fish broth and
vegetables. After taking food, he liked to eat milk-rice-banana and
molasses. I had four aunts and one uncle. Of these four sisters, two
were older. These elder sisters were always alert so that their younger
brother did not face any discomfort. The rest were also younger, but
the affection Khoka received from my grandparents was limitless.
People who took sanctuary in our house were also numerous. The
children of my grandparents’ sisters, especially those who had been
orphaned, were brought to our homestead by my grandparents in
order to groom them properly. Therefore, around 17-18 children
were growing up in our house at the same time.
My father was married off when he was ten years old. My mother’s
age was then only three years. After my mother lost her father, her
grandfather gave all his property in her and my aunt’s names in
writing following their marriages. My aunt was three years senior
to my mother. Their grandfather married off the two sisters with
relatives and made my paternal grandfather their guardians. When
my mother was 6-7 years old, her mother also dies. My paternal
grandmother then took my mother on her lap. And from then on, she
was groomed together with the rest of children.
Side by side with receiving education, Abba was very fond of sports.
Especially he liked to play football. He used to go to Chitalmari
and Mollarhat crossing the Madhumati for playing. There was a
school team at Gopalganj. My grandfather also liked to play. He
used to visit the playing-field when when Abba played. Grandfather
used to tell us the story later: ‘Your father was so frail that he fell on
the ground after forcefully kicking the ball.’ If Abba was standing
nearby, he used to protest. We then really enjoyed these episodes.
An interesting happening was that matches were played between
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Sheikh Hasina with her father, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Abba’s and grandfather’s teams also. Even now, when I visit those
places, I come across many elderly people who speak about Abba’s
childhood days. There were many photos and papers about these
games. The Pakistani invading forces set our house on fire in 1971.
As a result, everything was burnt down.
My father was a big-hearted person since his childhood. At that
time, the boys did not have that much opportunity for pursuing
education. Many individuals used to pursue education by taking
‘jaigirs’ (a system of getting food and accommodation in exchange
for providing tuition to children of the host family). Students had
to reach schools after walking a distance of 4-5 miles. They used to
come to school eating rice. They had to return home walking a long
distance after starving for the whole day. As our house was located
in the ‘bank-para’ area, Abba used to bring them home. I heard from
my grandmother that a number of umbrellas had to be bought for
my father every month. The reason was that he used to give away his
umbrellas to those who could not buy because of poverty; it pained
him to see them suffer due to sun and rain. Sometimes, he even used
to give away his text-books.
I heard from my grandmother that she used to stand under the
mango tree when the school-hours were over. She used to keep an
eye on the road as Khoka would be coming. One day she saw Khoka
coming with a wrapper on his body, without any Pajama (trouser)
or Panjabi. What had happened? He had donated his dress to a poor
boy who wore torn and disheveled clothing.
My grandparents were very generous. When my father donated
anything, they never scolded him; rather they used to encourage
him. There were many other instances of this liberal attitude of my
grandparents.
While studying in school, Abba was infected with beriberi disease
and his eyesight was gravely affected. As a result, his education had

My father was greatly
attracted by the sweet
melody of the latter’s sound.
And that is why he liked
to mingle with nature by
moving around the fields
and meadows with small
children of the village
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with his family
to be suspended for four years. At that juncture, he had a housetutor named Hamid Master, who was active in the anti-British
movement and remained imprisoned for many years. Later, when
Abba had to go to jail at different times and the police came to arrest
him; my grandmother recalled the name of that Master Sahib and
cried. My grandparents never obstructed any activities of their son,
rather they encouraged him. My father’s mental horizon flourished
in a very open atmosphere. Whenever any task appeared to be just,
my grandfather encouraged him instead of opposing.
One of Abba’s school masters set up a small organization; he used
to help the poor, meritorious boys by moving door to door and
collecting paddy, Taka and rice. Abba used to work with him as
one of the prominent and active workers, and encouraged other to
do so. Wherever he saw any injustice, he used to protest. Once
he protested an injustice, he became the victim of a conspiracy by
government-supporters and had to stay in jail for a few days after
getting arrested.
He was very conscious about people’s right during his adolescence.
Once the Chief Minister of the united Bengal Sher-e-Bangla came to
Gopalganj on a visit and inspected his school. During that episode,
the courageous teenager Mujib attracted everybody’s attention when
he articulated the complaint about leakage of monsoon water in the
school-building and succeeded in eliciting the pledge of repairing it.
After passing matriculation from the Gopalganj School, he went
on to study at Islamia College of Kolkata. He used to stay there at
Bekar Hostel. At this time, he came in touch with Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy. He got actively involved in the Hallway Monument
movement. His active participation in politics commenced from
that juncture. He passed BA in 1946. He played an active role in
halting the riot that started during the partition of India-Pakistan.
He used to work by risking his life. My second Fupu (paternal aunt)
used to live in Kolkatta then. I heard from Fupu, he sometimes
worked for two to three days at a stretch without taking any food.
When he occasionally went to Fupu’s house for enquiring about
their wellbeing, she forcibly made him eat something. He never
supported injustice. He never compromised on the question of
establishing truth and justice even by risking his own life.
He got admitted to the Law Department of Dhaka University after
the establishment of Pakistan. At that time, he lent support and
actively participated in the movement of class three and class four
employees. He was arrested while observing a sit-in demonstration
before the secretariat. He was released a few days later. At this
juncture, Mohammad Ali Jinnah gave a declaration about the

drafting of Pakistan constitution; when Jinnah announced that
Urdu should be the state language of Pakistan, all the Bengalis in
the then East Pakistan protested it. The student community actively
participated in this movement. My father was arrested during the
movement in 1949. I was then of a very tender age, and my younger
brother Kamal was just born. Abba did not even get the opportunity
to see him.
He was continuously in captivity until 1952. At that time, my mother
used to reside at my grandparents’ house along with us me and my
brother. Once, Abba was brought to Gopalganj in connection with
a case. Kamal had then learned to speak a bit. But he had never
seen Abba, nor did he know him. When I was repeatedly rushing to
Abba and calling him ‘Abba, Abba’, he only looked on in amazement.
There was a big pond in Gopalganj thana, beside which was a large
open field. We brother and sister used to play there, ran around to
catch grasshoppers and occasionally came back towards Abba. After
gathering many flowers and leaves, I sat down with Kamal for playing
on the veranda of the police station. He suddenly asked me, ‘Hasu
Apa, please allow me to call your Abba as Abba.’ When I recall those
words of Kamal, I cannot hold back my tears. Today he is no more
alive, we have non to call ‘Abba’. The bullets of the assassins not only
snatched away Abba, they did not spare even my mother, Kamal,
Jamal and little Russel. Sultana and Rosy, newly-married wives of
Kamal-Jamal, were also no spared; the colour of henna in their hands
had mingled with the blood of their hearts. The murderers did not
stop there. They killed my lone uncle Sheikh Naser, youth leader
and my cousin Sheikh Moni, his pregnant wife and my playmate of
childhood days Arzu. These killers simultaneously attacked Abdur
Rab Serniabat (husband of my aunt), his thirteen-year old daughter
Baby and ten-year old son Arif. Even the four-year old son Babu
of Mr. serniabat’s eldest son Abul Hasnat Abdullah was not spared
by the murderers. Colonel Jamil, who had rused towards our hose
after waking up to save my father’s life, was also killed. What kind
of barbarous cruelty was this? My second Fupu is still crippled due
to bullet-wound.
On that day, Kamal sought permission to call my father as ‘Abba’, I
instantly took him to Abba. I told about him. He fondled Kamal
very affectionately taking him on his lap. None of them are alive
today. Hi! Today my mind craves to call ‘Abba’. I yearn intensely for
the affection of my mother, company of my brother; but I cannot get
them back even if I cry ceaselessly. None of them would respond.
Their lives have been cruelly silenced forever by the bullets of the
assassins, won’t they face trial?

Written by Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina
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History of
Bangladesh
A

fter the demise of British Empire in 1947, Bengal was partitioned as a
province of West Pakistan with being renamed as East Pakistan. Dhaka
was declared as its capital. Despite of adequate resources and demographic
weight of East Pakistan, the entire Pakistan’s government and military was
largely dominated by the upper classes from the west.
The government of Pakistan — dominated largely by the west — declared Urdu as the
only official language of the entire Pakistan which triggered a massive dissatisfaction
among the people of the east. On 21 February, 1952, Bengali students in East Pakistan
rose up for the mother tongue and protested against this decision. As police open fired
to their possession, several students died for defending their language. The glorified
sacrifice of these martyrs is now observed not only in Bangladesh but also all over the
world as International Mother Language Day.
Displeasure on the west in the issues of economic and cultural domination resulted
into the emergence of Awami League as the strongest political voice of East Pakistan.
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In his historic speech before hundred thousands of people at the
Suhrawardy Udyan on March 7, 1971, the president of Awami
League and the father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, called upon all the people of East Pakistan to launch a
decisive struggle against the Pakistani occupation and take a all-out
preparation for the War of Liberation.
After a lot political unrest and provincial discrimination, Bangladesh
Liberation War (Bengali: Muktijuddho) was commenced after
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared Bangladesh’s
independence just before getting arrested in the early hours of 26
March 1971 by Pakistani military. President Yahya Khan and his
military officials launched extremely bloody measurement called
Operation Searchlight on the innocent civilians of Bangladesh.
The exile government, formed by Awami League leaders, formally
took oath at Meherpur, in the Kustia district of Bangladesh, on 17
April 1971, with Tajuddin Ahmad as the first Prime Minister and
Syed Nazrul Islam as the Acting President.
A resistance force known as the Mukti Bahini (Freedom Fighter)
was formed from the Bangladesh Forces (consisting of Bengali
regular forces) in alliance with civilian fighters. Led by General M.
A. G. Osmani, the Bangladesh Forces were organized into eleven
sectors and, as part of Mukti Bahini, conducted a massive guerrilla
war against the Pakistan Forces. During this war, the whole world
witnessed the 1971 Bangladesh genocide, in which the Pakistan Army
and its allied religious militias carried out a wide-scale elimination of
Bengali civilians, intellectuals, youth, students, politicians, activists
and religious minorities.
Amidst the sacrifice of countless Bangladeshi souls, Pakistani Army
finally surrendered to the Bangladesh-India Allied Forces on 16
December 1971. The nine month long Bangladesh’s Liberation War
was won on that day. And Bangladesh, with a lot of promise and
hopes, starts its glorious journey.
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Bangladesh:
Vision “2021”

T

he Vision: Bangladesh is a nation endowed with enormous
potential that is yet to be realized. The year 2021 marks
the 50th anniversary of independence. In recognition of
the long -term development challenges, the Government
under the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina adopted the
Vision 2021. The Vision 2021 and the associated Perspective Plan
2010-2021 have set solid development targets for Bangladesh by
the end of 2021. Those targets if achieved will transform the socioeconomic environment of Bangladesh from a low income economy
to the first stages of a middle income economy. Along with higher
per capita income, Vision 2021 lays down a development scenario
where citizens will have a higher standard of living, will be better
educated, will face better social justice, will have a more equitable
socio-economic environment, and the sustainability of development
will be ensured through better protection from climate change and
natural disasters. The associated political environment will be based
on democratic principles with emphasis on human rights, freedom of
expression, rule of law, equality of citizens irrespective of race, religion
and creed, and equality of opportunities. The Bangladesh economy
will be managed within the framework of a market economy with
appropriate government interventions to correct market distortions,

to ensure equality of opportunities, and to ensure equity and social
justice for all.
Institutional foundations: The goals of long run stability and
prosperity cannot be achieved without building effective institutions
for sound overall governance. The Government recognizes that
without fundamental reforms of core institutions, improvement
in public administration capacity and a strong anti-corruption
strategy, the ability to implement Vision 2021 and the underlying
five year development plans and the Perspective Plan will be
seriously compromised. Vision 2021 places strong emphasis on
establishing a legacy of good governance by focusing on three
fundamental principles of governance: (a) ensuring the rule of law,
(b) avoiding political partisanship, and (c) building a society free
from corruption. These cardinal principles also guide the articulation
and implementation of development programs thus forming the
institutional framework for the Perspective Plan.
The government is determined to confront and root out the scourge
of corruption from the body politic of Bangladesh. To this end, the
Government intends to strengthen transparency and accountability
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The Perspective Plan target
of reaching 10 percent
annual GDP growth by 2021
is premised on a prolific and
competitive manufacturing
sector growing at or near
double digits during the
2010-21 decade

of all government institutions as an integral part of a program of
social change to curb corruption. With Vision 2021, the country
aspires to an accountable and transparent governance system, with
the right to information firmly established under the auspices of
the Right to Information Act 2009 and the high-powered Right to
Information Commission.
Agriculture and rural development: With a view to enhancing
agricultural production and ensuring food security, the target of
agriculture sector is that, by 2021, food deficiency will be eliminated
and the country will attain self-sufficiency in food production enabling
to meet nutritional requirement of the population. In this context,
the key targets are to achieve selfsufficiency in rice production, to
diversify agricultural crops, to form production and marketing
cooperatives, to encourage R&D for increasing productivity etc. In
addition, for fisheries sector, the plan prioritizes on closed water
fisheries production, promotion of technical knowledge among the
educated youth in closed water cultivation as well as on the adoption
and implementation of fishermen cooperatives. To promote
development of livestock sector, the plan argues that, it is imperative
to develop breed, to increase production and supply of feed and to
extend veterinary services. For ensuring sustainability in development
process, the plan will adopt strategies to increase productivity, to
strengthen the Sundarbans and to promote agro and social forestry.
In the context of rural development, the key strategies taken under
the perspective plan are to establish a powerful autonomous local
government body for providing coordination among private and
public rural development institutes and to consider reviving the local
government commission.
Industrial development: The Perspective Plan target of reaching 10
percent annual GDP growth by 2021 is premised on a prolific and
competitive manufacturing sector growing at or near double digits
during the 2010-21 decade. Consequently, the broad industrial
sector will continue to account for a much larger share of GDP,
approaching 37% by 2021, compensating for the secular decline
in the share of agricultural sector, which falls to 15%. This trend is
consistent with the stylized facts of structural change in the process
of development. For Bangladesh to reach middle income threshold
by 2021, industrial expansion must accompany hand-in-hand with
highly productive farm and non-farm agriculture. Furthermore, a
strong and competitive manufacturing sector is especially important
for generating productive high income jobs. 4 Manufacturing is the
predominant and leading sector within broad industry which also
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includes such activities as power generation, water and sewage, and
mining and quarrying. Manufacturing is and will remain the driver
of industrial growth and employment for years to come. Vision 2021
stipulates middle income status for Bangladesh by 2021, reaching
annual GDP growth rate of 10% by that year and averaging 9.2%
for the period 2011-21. Fulfillment of this vision requires superior
double digit performance for manufacturing taking its share in GDP
to 27 percent by 2021, and that of industry to 37 percent.
Manufacturing exports: The main driver of manufacturing growth
will be the export markets, although growing domestic demand
from higher income generation will also provide impetus to import
substitute production. Low-cost labor with growing skills gives
Bangladesh potential competitive advantage in most labor-intensive
activities which will continue to drive manufacturing growth for
at least another decade. It is projected that the share of exports in
relation to GDP will rise to about 25% of GDP by 2021 reflecting a
leading role that export sector is envisaged to play in the economy.
The target with regard to the external sector is to ensure strengthened
global integration of the Bangladesh economy by building necessary
traderelated supply side capacities. This will be realized through
raising the competitiveness of Bangladesh’s exports, ensuring a larger
share for the country in the global trade in goods and services, and
by encouraging both product and market diversification. This will
be done by renewing efforts at moving up market and by raising
the efficacy of trade facilitation measures. Bangladesh’s strong
performance in the global labour services market will be continued
and further consolidated. The overarching goal here will be to ensure
that trade-GDP ratio rises to nearly 60% of GDP with export of goods
and remittance earnings approaching 40 per cent by 2021.
Foreign investment: Bangladesh’s projected needs for investment in
infrastructure for an expanding transport network and burgeoning
urban centres cannot and need not be met from domestic resources
alone. With improved economic management and a highly
liberalized investment regime, and with strategic locational shifts in
labor-intensive industries, Bangladesh could become an attractive
destination for private capital flows over the next decade. The
Perspective Plan will consider the following strategic actions to
stimulate inflow of FDI: (a) improve the investment climate by giving
high priority to constraints in infrastructure, regulatory framework,
and policy environment, (b) the general governance situation (and
related high transactions costs) will be addressed to improve the
country’s image, (c) special effort will be made to encourage regional

investment in emerging and potentially high return sectors (e.g.
software development and IT from India, electronics from China),
(d) a string of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) will be established
along international borders to stimulate cross-border investments
and trade, in line with the successful examples of China and Vietnam,
and (e) the private sector will be encouraged to enter joint ventures
and other forms of collaborative investment with NRBs and foreign
partners in areas of high potential.
Regional cooperation: In recent years, proposals for sub-regional
cooperation between Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Bhutan have been
gaining ground. Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar are
endowed with rich complementary resources that offer significant
opportunities for cooperation in several sectors. The framework for
cooperation stipulates huge gains for Bangladesh in several areas,
including trade and trade facilitation, regional transport, energy
trade, water management, FDI and joint ventures, cooperation on
road and railway projects. Long-term strategies for strengthening
regional cooperation include (a) more vigorous efforts in multiple
forums to make SAFTA, APTA and BIMSTEC more effective
organizations, (b) forging effective cooperation in trade, cross-border
investment and all the other areas of mutually beneficial activities, (c)
initiatives to resolve cross-border issues and undertake joint projects,
such as production and distribution of electricity, gas, coal, fertilizer
and other products, all on a win-win basis, and (d) participation in
the grand Asian Highway and Asian Railway Systems that generate
win-win outcomes.
Digital Bangladesh: Much of the impetus to higher growth will
come from additional private and public investment, particularly in
the areas of agriculture, manufacturing, infrastructure and human
development. Yet, the experience of Bangladesh shows that it has not
benefitted much from productivity improvements. A key strategy
and policy focus of the Perspective Plan is to enhance productivity
in all sectors of the economy. Among other factors, productivity
improvements depend on research and technology. The world
has moved with new knowledge and technology; Bangladesh has

a lot of catch up to do. Emphasis on knowledge economy is a key
development priority for Bangladesh.
The ‘Vision 2021’ aims at developing Bangladesh into a resourceful
and modern economy through efficient use of information and
communication technology. This goal has eloquently been described
by the Prime Minister as ‘Digital Bangladesh’. It is believed that
through the successful implementation of the ICT policy and its
principles it would be possible to create a Digital Bangladesh by 2021
as promised by the government.
Sustainable development: Economic advancement, accompanied
with rapid urbanization and industrialization, had also left its toll
on Bangladesh’s own ecosystem. This was evident from natural
calamities, loss of bio-diversity, deforestation, destruction of
wetlands and inland fisheries, arsenic contamination in the ground
water in the southern part of the country, soil nutrient depletion
and inland salinity intrusion in the South West region, and creeping
desertification in the Northern region. Bangladesh is also one of the
most natural disaster prone areas that suffer from ravages of floods,
cyclones, storm surges and drought. In urban areas, air pollution,
sound pollution and waste load from industries, hospitals, and
municipalities are a matter of great concern.
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In an Interview with Envoy Excellency
Mr. Maarten Verbruggen, Managing Director, Deltadesh Pvt. Ltd.
Maarten, Being an Honorary consul of Bangladesh and
also Managing Director of Deltadesh Pvt. Ltd., how do you
see your position and what are your potential plans for the
future?
Well, first I would like to say that after 18 years of activities in both
the Netherlands and Bangladesh it was a true honor to receive
the nomination from the Bangladesh Embassy for the position
of being an Honorary Consul. Over the years we have been very
active to pursue many foreign investors to establish themselves in
Bangladesh. We see the strong potential of Bangladesh as a fast
emerging country, distinguishing themselves by the hard-working
mentality of the population. And many large conglomerates as well
as SME’s also see that potential today. We have had the opportunity
and honor to serve many of those organizations through Deltadesh,
and we will continue to do so in the years to come.
As an Honorary Consul it is my duty to continue the promotion of
Bangladesh in The Netherlands even more. We also all realize that
over the years the circumstances have changed due to the strong
development as well as the globalization. Years ago there were a
very few foreign pioneers setting up their businesses in Bangladesh,
but today we see a much larger interest from more different
organizations.
Part of our vision is a larger focus on automation and quality
improvement, especially in the agricultural industry. Since
Bangladesh is developing to a middle-income country, and the
population is still growing there will be a larger need for a more
efficient and professional solutions. Many both Bangladeshi and
foreign companies are knocking on the door to start bilateral
cooperation, and that will improve food security, food quality and
diversification as well as export potential.
How do you see the relation between Bangladesh and
Netherlands? What is the pivotal role of Deltadesh Pvt. Ltd.?
How it works to strengthen the relationship between the two
countries.
Bangladesh and The Netherlands can be seen as sister-countries,
although a long geographical way apart. Both countries struggle
with water, are both delta’s and face similar challenges. The bilateral
relations have always been good, and the Dutch were one of the
first to acknowledge Bangladesh’ independence. It may be good to
realize that the cooperation in the water sector goes back to 1956
following the large scale flooding of 1956 and 1957. We can truly
say that the Dutch and Bangladeshi feel connected.
Deltadesh has always been promoting its serviceswith sentences
as “bridging the Bangladesh potential to the world” and “your
one-stop-shop for investing in Bangladesh”. Deltadesh has always
had a very pragmatic approach, and therefore a lot of hands-on
experience. We never commit to anything we can’t fulfill, and
companies appreciate this honest and no-nonsense approach.
An issue to we regularly face is the negative prejudice of many
foreigners. Fortunately we have seen so many examples of people
who ultimately fell in love and lost their heart to Bangladesh, the
country of a 1000 varieties of green.
As you have been associated with Bangladesh over last 18
years so how this huge experience helping you to tapping the
market?
The first thing that I believe is that every foreigner should try to
learn a basic knowledge of the language. I arrived in Bangladesh for
the very first time on the 16th of April 2001, and I still remember
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the first few necessary words I learned which were “pani” and
“chabi”. A basic understanding of the language will help a lot to see
through situations or conversations.
What also helps in tapping the potential is that over the course of
time it becomes less challenging to understand the dynamics of the
market. Economic behavior in Bangladesh is obviously different
than in The Netherlands since both situations are influenced
by totally different factors. The challenge is that not everything
is written, some things can only be understood by feeling or
experience.
Tell us about your recent projects which you have done, what
are your next 5 year plans for Deltadesh Pvt. Ltd.?
Last year we got involved with the establishment of the Aga Khan
Academy which is a relatively large university complex. This is
beautiful project. Another trend we notice in the market is the
steeply growing hospitality sector. Demand for hotel services, but
also resorts outside the cites is growing. We have been involved
with a few of those projects.
A few other examples we worked for are companies like Honda,
H&M and IKEA. In the diplomatic sector we completed the Project
Management for the combined German-French embassy in 2018.
As mentioned earlier we also have a strong focus in the agricultural
sector which comes up with a totally different client base, but we
will not cease to serve our existing clients demanding Project
Management.
We are currently also active in the execution of the so-called
Bangladesh Potato Impact Cluster, where 5 Dutch companies
combined their forces with the support of the Dutch Government
to reduce the post-harvest losses in the potato sector.
I personally look forward to serving Bangladesh for many years to
come, since I also fell in love with the country and lost my heart
there. The people have mainly always been good to me, and I
strongly believe that Bangladesh looks forward to a bright future.

Bangladesh

Infrastructure and Mega Projects
Padma Multipurpose Bridge

The Padma Bridge is a multipurpose road-rail bridge across the
Padma River being constructed in Bangladesh. When completed
it will be the largest bridge in Bangladesh and the first fixed river
crossing for road traffic. It will connect Louhajong, Munshiganj to
Shariatpur and Madaripur, linking the south-west of the country,
to northern and eastern regions. The Project will build the first
fixed crossing across the Padma River for road traffic comprising
(a) a two-level steel truss composite bridge 6.15 km long, the top
deck to accommodate a four-lane highway and the lower deck to
accommodate a single-track railway; (b) 12.0 km of approach roads,
1.5 km on the Mawa side and 10.5 km on the Janjira side; (c) bridgeend facilities including toll plazas and service areas; and (d) river
training with dredging and bank protection works, 1.5 km on the
Mawa side and 12 km on the Janjira side, to regulate flow and prevent
damage to the bridge structure. On 07 August 2016, the first span of
the superstructure of the bridge was installed. 41 spans are required
for the 6.15-km superstructure of the bridge. On a monthly basis, 1-2
spans are expected to be installed every month. The weight of each
150-metre span is some 2,900 tonnes. The spans are being made of
steel plate with 20-80 mm thickness in a Chinese factory.
As of 2018, overall implementation progress marked around 62%.
Construction of the approach road at Jajira and Mawa point has

already been completed. Capable of standing against floods and
earthquakes, this mega project means a symbol of hope, height, pride
and change of fate for around 30 million people of southern part of
the country.
With more than 62% of work has already been accomplished, the
dream for the largest and the longest infrastructure undertaking in
Bangladesh–Padma Multipurpose Bridge- has started to appear as
a distinct reality now. Completely a self-funded project worth $3.65
billion, the bridge site is filled with laborers, workers and engineers
who are toiling hard day and night to get it open for traffic by 2019.
The construction of the bridge over the Padma River is a top priority
development agenda for the Government of Bangladesh (GoB)
that will not only benefit the southwest region but the country as a
whole. As the bridge falls on the Asian Highway [AH-1], it will bring
revolutionary changes to the country’s internal road network as well
as inter-connectivity in the South Asian nations. The bridge will also
play an important role in the country’s socioeconomic development
by increasing national GDP by 1.2% and reducing poverty at the rate
of 0.84% annually.

Rooppur Nuclear Plant

Bangladesh is in the process of solving its power deficit problem
to ensure smooth economic development as well as well being of
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the people. Even in the recent past the country was almost fully
dependent on gas-based power generation. From environmental
considerations gas is one of the preferred fuel options, no doubt. But,
the source is not unlimited. Rapidly depleting gas reserve compels
Bangladesh to go for diversification of its energy mix. In the present
world, while planning an energy mix every country needs to actively
consider the environmental pollution issues mainly green house
effect, which has become one of the greatest threats to our planet.
According to the Power System Master Plan – 2010, Bangladesh aims
for 24,000Mw of capacity by 2021 and 39,000Mw by 2030. Along
with other sources like gas, coal, liquid fuel, renewable resources the
country has decided to go for nuclear as well. This is a prudent and
pragmatic step by the Government towards meeting up the rising
energy demand as well as environmental protection.
The Rooppur Nuclear Power Project – the largest infrastructure
project in the history of Bangladesh involving a plan to produce
2,400 Mw of electricity has made significant progress till August
2018. A financing agreement of US$12.65 billion has been signed
with Russia in December, 2016. The first and second agreements
of the project covering feasibility evaluation, environmental impact
assessment, engineering survey, technical documentation and
working documentation have been fully completed. On 26 July 2016,
Russia and Bangladesh signed an $11.38 billion loan agreement.
The pouring of the first nuclear safety-related concrete at Rooppur
NPP Unit-1 was on 30 November 2017 with due compliances of
the design requirements and all other regulatory requirements of
BAERA. Presently, the civil and construction works for development
of the containment walls, outer walls, inner walls, reactor pit walls,
core catcher placement foundation and core catcher walls are
being performed. The first unit of Rooppur NPP will be producing
electricity on experimental basis at the beginning of 2023,
provisional take over and final takeover at the end of 2023 and 2024
respectively. The soiling stabilization works under Rooppur NPP
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Unit – 2 have been commenced after getting necessary approval from
concerned authorities on 8 July 2018. All necessary works including
reinforcement works have been completed and this unit is ready for
celebrating the FCD ceremony of the Unit-2 of Rooppur NPP on July
2018. The fuel loading/commissioning of this unit will be in October
2023 and the provisional and final takeover will be in October 2024
and October 2025, respectively.

Deep Seaport

Bangladesh is one of world’s fastest growing economies, which is
expected to rise at 8.25 percent clip this year. It is on Goldman Sachs’s
list of the “Next 11” emerging economic powerhouses of the 21st
century. On the strength of the second most dynamic textile industry
on the planet, Bangladesh’s export sector is booming, and is expected
to eclipse US$ 50 billion per year in value by 2021. This is all in a
country without adequate maritime infrastructure.
Annual trade of US$ 60 billion currently pours through the country’s
two existing seaports, Chittagong and Mongla. Both of these two
ports are too shallow for large container ships and require costly
load transfers to smaller vessels to get cargo in and out. For solving
the problems, government of Bangladesh has identified ten growthgenerating large projects identified as ‘Mega Projects’ which includes
among others ‘Construction of Payra Sea Port (1st Phase) and
‘Sonadia Deep Sea Port’.
The Government passed the ‘Payra Port Authority Act, 2013’ in
Parliament on 5th of November, 2013 to set up the third seaport in
the country. The Honorable Prime Minister on 13th of August 2016
inaugurated limited operational activities of the port. An agreement
has been approved to implement the capital dredging project on a
PPP basis with foreign investment of around €840 million. A project
has been approved to construct the first terminal of the port at a cost
of Tk. 3,982 crore to be financed by the Government of Bangladesh.
Moreover, the government has a plan to establish Payra as a fully-

on Economic Affairs. A development partner organisation is being
hunted to construct MRT-4.

Rampal Power Station

Visit of former Dutch Minister of Infrastructure and the Environment
Ms. Melanie Schultz Van Haegen in Patuakhali in June 2015
fledged deep seaport by 2025. The Payra Port Authority has signed a
deal with a Belgian company to start capital dredging of the Payra’s
main channel Rabnabad to help entry of large ships that cannot berth
now at Chittagong and Mongla ports. As a result of that, vessels with
draught of up to 12 metres will be able to anchor at the seaport at high
tide once the dredging is completed.

Mass Rapid Transit

With a view to reducing the traffic congestion and improving the
environment of Dhaka city and its adjacent areas, Dhaka Mass
Transit Company Limited, a government-owned company, has
formulated a time-bound Action Plan to establish a modern Network
of five Mass Rapid Transits (MRT) or Metro Rail within 2030. Under
the 1st phase of this time-bound Action Plan, the 20.1 kilometrelong, first Elevated Metro Rail of Bangladesh, starting from Uttara
Section-3 to Motijheel, is being implemented in full swing. Physical
progress of the project up to December 2018 is 20.95%. Progress of
Uttara Section-3 to Agargaon, which is expected to be completed
by December 2019, is 33.57% during the same period. In the 2nd
phase, Detailed Design of MRT Line-1, combining underground
and elevated sections, is ongoing. The 19.872 kilometer-long MRT
line-1 route will be the first underground rail of Bangladesh by 2026
from Kamlapur to Airport. Appraisal of Expression of Interest (AoI)
is underway to construct MRT Line-5: Northern Route by 2027.
The pre-feasibility study for MRT Line-5: Southern Route to be
implemented by 2030 at 3rd phase is in process. An MoU has been
signed with Japan to construct MRT-2 on a PPP basis through G2G
and this has been under consideration of the Cabinet Committee

The Rampal power station is a proposed 1320 Mw coal-fired power
station at Rampal Upazila of Bagerhat District in Khulna. It is a
joint partnership between India’s state owned National Thermal
Power Corporation and Bangladesh Power Development Board
each have 15% equity, while the remaining 70% of the total funding
is expected to come from bank loans. The joint venture company is
known as Bangladesh India Friendship Power Company (BIFPC).
The proposed project, on an area of over 1834 acres of land, is
situated 14 kilometers north of the world’s largest mangrove forest
Sundarbans which is a UNESCO world heritage site. It is scheduled
to be operational from 2020.

Bangabandhu Satellite-1

The Bangabandhu Satellite-1 is the first Bangladeshi geostationary
communications and Broadcasting Satellite. It was manufactured
by Thales Alenia Space and launched on 11 May 2018.The project
is being implemented by Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) working hand-in-hand with US based Space
Partnership International, LLC. and was the first payload launched
by a Falcon 9 Block 5 rocket of SpaceX.
Bangladesh Government formed a Government owned Bangladesh
Communication Satellite Company Limited, BCSCL to operate the
Bangabandhu Satellite-1.
Bangabandhu-1 launched from Kennedy Space Center on Merritt
Island, Florida, USA and utilizes ground control stations built by
Thales Alenia Space with its partner Spectra in Betbunia, and Gazipur.
The satellite is based on the highly secured and reliable Spacebus4000B2 platform and currently located at longitude 119.09°E.
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Visit of
Hon’ble Law
Minister to The
NetherlandsJanuary 2015

Visit of Hon’ble Foreign
Minister of Bangladesh to The
Netherlands - April 2015

Newly built Shaheed Minar in The HagueFebruary 2019

Dutch Twin Ministerial Visit to
Bangladesh- June 2015

Meeting of Hon’ble Prime Minister with Dutch Prime
Minister at the sideline of the UNGA

Meeting of Hon’ble Prime Minister with Her Majesty Dutch Queen at
the sideline of UNGA- September 2016

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is visiting Green
House farm of Tomato- November 2015
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Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh laid foundation stone of Shaheed
Minar in The Hague- February 2018

Exchange of High-Level Visits between Bangladesh and the Netherlands:

The New Beginning of an old Partnership

B

angladesh and the Netherlands have a long history of
cooperation which started even before the independence of
Bangladesh. Bilateral relations between the two countries
grew steadily since the Netherlands became one of the
first countries in Europe to recognize Bangladesh as an independent
country (on 11 February 1972) and commenced its development
assistance thereafter for socio-economic development of Bangladesh.
The bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the Netherlands
are now going through a transition from traditional aid-donor
relationship to broad-based partnership for sustainable development.
The high-level visits between the two countries in recent years have
cemented the friendly relations between the two countries and truly
catapulted the relations to a new high.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s official visit to
the Netherlands on 3-5 November 2015: Zenith of the
bilateral relations

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, accompanied by a
65-member official delegation including Hon’ble Foreign Minister
and Hon’ble State Minister for Water Resources, and a 24-member
business delegation paid a bilateral official visit to the Netherlands
on 3-5 November 2015 at the invitation of the Prime Minister of the
Netherlands H.E. Mr. Mark Rutte. This was the first-ever bilateral
official visit to the Netherlands by any Prime Ministers of Bangladesh.
This was also the first bilateral official visit of Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to Europe since her assumption of the office of Prime
Minister for the third time on 12 January 2014. During the visit,

the Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina held Official Talks with
the Prime Minister of the Netherlands H.E. Mark Rutte and joined
the Official Dinner hosted in her honour by the Dutch Prime at the
Official Residence of the Prime Minister of the Netherlands. The
Hon’ble Prime Minister also called on Her Majesty Queen Máxima
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Minister for Foreign Trade
and Development Cooperation and Minister for Infrastructure
and Environment of the Netherlands called on the Hon’ble Prime
Minister. The Hon’ble Prime Minister also attended a programme on
presentations of Dutch Delta Plan and Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100
organized by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment of the
Netherlands, and a business seminar as Chief Guest, organized by the
Embassy of Bangladesh in The Hague where top business executives
of different Dutch companies participated. The Hon’ble Prime
Minister also visited a harbour in Rotterdam port area, a vegetables
and fruits export processing centre and a greenhouse.
At the Official Talks, both the Prime Ministers of Bangladesh and the
Netherlands held discussions on arrays of bilateral and global issues
of mutual interest, including trade and investment, private sector
development, agriculture, port development, rule of law, and water
management. They underlined the immense scope of cooperation
between the two countries in the areas of delta management, water
resources management and other related areas. They also agreed to
work together in the framework of the Delta Coalition. The Hon’ble
Prime Minister invited Dutch investors to invest in the emerging
sectors of Bangladesh and the Prime Minister of the Netherlands
expressed interest in Bangladesh deep sea ports projects. The Prime
Bilateral Talks between Bangladesh Prime Minister and
Dutch Prime Minister
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Ministers of Bangladesh and the Netherlands also discussed about
the cooperation between the two countries in various international
fora towards international peace and security and agreed to forge
closer cooperation in the UN and other international fora on issues
of mutual interest. While visiting the Maasvlakte II project area in the
Rotterdam harbour, Hon’ble Prime Minister exchanged extensively
with the Dutch participants including Minister of Infrastructure
and the Environment as well as CEO of APM Terminals, Dutch
consultants for APM Terminals, BAM and the like. The Dutch
participants expressed their interests in the harbour development in
Bangladesh. Hon’ble Prime Minister welcomed their interests and
stated that Bangladesh is committed to developments.
At the business seminar, the Hon’ble Prime Minister underscored
that Bangladesh was now widely recognized as a ‘role model’ for
development. Mentioning the fast making economic transformation
in Bangladesh and highlighting attractive investment opportunities
in Bangladesh, the Hon’ble Prime Minister invited the investors
and Dutch entrepreneurs to grab the opportunities and benefits of
competitive sectors of Bangladesh, such as pharmaceuticals, ICT,
shipbuilding, leather, jute, ceramics, petrochemicals, agro-processing,
plastic goods, light engineering and electronics, telecommunications
and IT, power, energy, water and marine and other infrastructure
projects, hi-tech manufacturing and microprocessors, etc..
While visiting the Koornstra & Co., a warehouse for fruits and
vegetables export, and the Tomatoworld, a greenhouse that produces
different varieties of tomatoes, the Hon’ble Prime Minister expressed
interests to see greenhouse projects in Bangladesh.
The bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the Netherlands
have reached to a higher trajectory following the official visit of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister to the Netherlands. The visit has opened up
opportunities for enhanced partnership between the two countries
Bangladesh and the Netherlands signing bilateral instruments
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in diversified areas including delta management, agriculture, port
development and management, trade and investment, etc. During
the visit, a Joint Statement was issued on the outcome of the official
visit of the Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Visit of Her Majesty Queen Máxima of the Netherlands
to Bangladesh on 16-18 November 2015: A royal touch in
Bangladesh-Netherlands bilateral relations!

Her Majesty Queen Máxima of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
visited Bangladesh on 16-18 November 2015 in her role as the
UN Secretary-General’s Special Advocate for Inclusive Finance
for Development, at the invitation of the Bangladesh government.
During her visit to Bangladesh, the Her Majesty the Queen separately
called on the Hon’ble President of Bangladesh, H.E. Mr Abdul Hamid
and Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. During the meeting
with the Hon’ble Prime Minister, the Dutch Queen expressed her
satisfaction at the different development projects and financial
activities, especially digitization scheme of the a2i Programme and
mobile banking service of Bangladesh and assured of extending all
support from the Netherlands to materialize the “Vision 2021” of the
Bangladesh government.
The Dutch Queen also held separate meetings with the Hon’ble
Finance Minister and Governor of Bangladesh Bank. Hon’ble State
Minister for ICT also called on the Queen of the Netherlands.
The Dutch Queen held meeting with the development partners in
Dhaka about their role in inclusive finance and cooperation. She also
held meeting with the representatives of microcredit organizations
about expanding financial services, attended a seminar on National
Financial Inclusion Strategy and held another meeting with the
banking sector. She also visited a garment factory in Gazipur district
of Bangladesh to meet entrepreneurs and workers to know about
their experience with loans and other financial services.

Dutch Queen meets Hon’ble Prime
Minister of Bangladesh

Dutch Twin Ministerial Visit to Bangladesh in June 2015:
New momentum in bilateral relations

The bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the Netherlands
reached a new height when two Dutch Ministers - Minister for
Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation and Minister for
Infrastructure and Environment – along with CEOs of several top
Dutch companies jointly undertook a visit to Bangladesh on 14-18
June 2015. During the visit, two countries signed MoU on Bangladesh
Delta Plan 2100 (tripartite with World Bank), Letter of Intent on
Land Reclamation & Land Accretion in Bangladesh and Framework
of Intent on Partnership on Knowledge and Innovation for Sustainable
Development.
A joint Consultative Meeting with all stakeholders relating to RMG

industry in Bangladesh took place, which Hon’ble Commerce
Minister of Bangladesh and Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade and
Development Cooperation Co-Chaired. The outcome was issued as a
Joint Statement stating progress and responsibilities of the concerned
stakeholders, including Dutch Minister’s commitment to convene an
International Conference in Bangladesh on “faire pricing” and access
to finance.
The idea of the visit of Hon’ble Prime Minister’ to the Netherlands
came out during this twin Ministerial visit. Eventually, the above
visits not only helped Bangladesh to finalize ‘Bangladesh Delta Plan
2100’ but also put our relations on a solid foundation to venture for
more initiative and creative enterprises in the coming days.

Dutch Queen interacts with
feamle garment workers
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Bangladesh and the Netherlands:
Diplomatic and Economic Relations

T

he Dutch presence in present day Bangladesh can be
traced back to the 17th century when Dutch traders
arrived in Bangladesh to establish trading posts and
factories. A century later, Dutch silk traders were active
in the northern part of Bangladesh. In modern day, the Netherlands
has been supporting Bangladesh in the water sector since 1960s,
even before the independence of Bangladesh in 1971. Over the
last 48 years, the bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the
Netherlands have developed with particular emphasis on the
support to Bangladesh’s efforts in social and economic development.
The bilateral relationship between Bangladesh and the Netherlands
catapulted to its zenith following two VVIP visits, back to back, in
a space of less than a month. Following the official visit of Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to the Netherlands on 3-5 November
2015, the Queen of the Netherlands Her Majesty Máxima visited
Bangladesh from 16 to 18 November in her role as the UN SecretaryGeneral’s Special Advocate for Inclusive Finance for Development.
The Netherlands, being one of the founding members of the
European Union plays a key role in shaping common EU policies
and it has also been very proactive within the UN system in support
of democracy, good governance and fundamental human rights.
Bangladesh thus maintains close political ties with the Netherlands
in ensuring that the country has a proper understanding and
appreciation of Bangladesh as a moderate and pluralistic democracy
and support Bangladesh in her endeavour of being a middle income
country by 2021 and a developed country by 2041.

Bilateral political relations

Bangladesh and the Netherlands have a long history of cooperation
in water sector since 1965. Bilateral relations grew steadily since
the Netherlands became one of the first countries in Europe to
recognize Bangladesh as an independent country (on 11 February
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1972) and commenced its development assistance thereafter
for socio-economic development of Bangladesh. Currently, the
Netherlands is one of the top investors in Bangladesh and trading
partners of Bangladesh.
The bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the Netherlands
are now going through a transition from traditional development
assistance-driven relations to broad-based partnership for
sustainable development. As Bangladesh is poised to be a middle
income country by 2021 and therefore, the Dutch development
assistance will be phasing out gradually, both the countries are now
putting emphasis on creating new opportunities for the business/
private sector to forge meaningful partnerships in targeted areas like
water, agriculture, infrastructure, ICT, Blue Economy, institutional
capacity building, etc.
The VVIP and VIP level visits between the two countries in recent
years have strengthened the bilateral relations between Bangladesh
and the Netherlands. The official bilateral visit of Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to the Netherlands on 3-5 November 2015
at the invitation of Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte is considered
the zenith of bilateral relations between the two friendly countries.
During the visit, Bangladesh and the Netherlands signed four
bilateral instruments on Foreign Office Consultations, training
cooperation for junior diplomats from Bangladesh, and academic
cooperation between Saxion University of Applied Sciences of the
Netherlands and BGMEA University of Fashion & Technology
of Bangladesh. A Joint Statement on the Outcome of the Official
Visit of the Hon’ble Prime Minister to the Netherlands was issued
on 4 November 2015. The visit of Bangladesh Prime Minister
to the Netherlands was the first-ever bilateral official visit to the
Netherlands by any Prime Ministers of Bangladesh. The visit
has steered the bilateral relations between Bangladesh and the
Netherlands to a new trajectory.

Signing of MoU between the two friendly countries

The visit of Her Majesty Queen Máxima of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands to Bangladesh on 16-18 November 2015 in her role as
the UN Secretary-General’s Special Advocate for Inclusive Finance
for Development, at the invitation of the Bangladesh government
is another milestone in the bilateral relations between Bangladesh
and the Netherlands. During her visit to Bangladesh, Her Majesty
the Queen separately called on the Hon’ble President and Hon’ble
Prime Minister. The Dutch Queen also held separate meetings
with the Hon’ble Finance Minister and Governor of Bangladesh
Bank. Hon’ble State Minister for ICT called on Her Majesty the
Queen of the Netherlands. The Dutch Queen held meeting with the
development partners in Dhaka about their role in inclusive finance
and cooperation. She also held meeting with the representatives
of microcredit organizations about expanding financial services,
attended a seminar on National Financial Inclusion Strategy and
held another meeting with the banking sector. She also visited a
garment factory in Gazipur to meet entrepreneurs and workers to
know about their experience with loans and other financial services.
During the visit to Bangladesh, the Dutch Queen expressed her
satisfaction at the different development projects and financial
activities, especially digitization scheme of the a2i Programme and
mobile banking service of Bangladesh.
The bilateral relations reached a new height when two Dutch
Ministers - Minister for Foreign Trade & Development Cooperation
and Minister of Infrastructure & Environment - jointly undertook a
visit to Bangladesh on 14-18 June 2015. During the visit, Bangladesh
and the Netherlands signed bilateral instruments on Bangladesh
Delta Plan 2100 (tripartite with World Bank), land reclamation &
land accretion in Bangladesh and partnership on knowledge and

The Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh
and the Dutch Queen held meetings in New
York in September 2018, September 2017
and September 2015 on the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly
innovation for sustainable development, which have opened up
cooperation between the two friendly countries on key water and
delta sectors.
Apart from these visits, the Hon’ble Prime Minister and the
Dutch Queen held meetings in New York in September 2018,
September 2017 and September 2015 on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly. The Hon’ble Prime Minister also held meeting
with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in September 2015 on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly, which fostered bilateral
relations between Bangladesh and the Netherlands.
To review the existing areas of bilateral cooperation and identify
new areas of cooperation, Bangladesh and the Netherlands have
already held three rounds of annual Foreign Office Consultations
(FOC) at the Foreign Secretary/ Secretary-General level since 2015.
At the FOCs, Bangladesh and the Netherlands agreed to strengthen
knowledge and innovation driven broad-based partnership for
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sustainable development. Both the countries also agreed to unroll
more initiatives toward harnessing mutual complementariness.

Bilateral economic cooperation

Bangladesh and the Netherlands have robust economic cooperation
in the areas of development cooperation, trade and commerce,
investment, education and capacity building and sectoral
cooperation in different sectors including water, agriculture, etc.

Development cooperation

The Government of the Netherlands has been providing
development support to Bangladesh since the independence of
Bangladesh. Bangladesh is one of the Netherlands’ 15 development
cooperation partner countries, falling into profile 3 (‘broadbased relationship’) which covers countries experiencing healthy
economic growth. The development programme is targeting
markets where the Netherlands can offer Bangladesh specific added
value, and where main focuses are water, food security and sexual
and reproductive health and rights, within which good governance,
gender and climate change are being highlighted. The total Dutch
development assistance earmarked for the period 2015-2018 was
EUR 154.10 million.

Trade cooperation

Bangladesh and the Netherlands maintain an excellent bilateral
trade relationship. The Netherlands was the 7th largest export
destination of Bangladeshi goods for FY 2017-2018 accounting
for about 3.3% of total export earnings of Bangladesh (US$ 36.668
billion). Bangladesh exported goods worth US$ 1205.4 million
to the Netherlands in FY 2017-2018 and imported goods worth
€335.2 million from the Netherlands in 2017. The products that
Bangladesh exports to the Netherlands include garments, home
textile, terry towel, bicycle, jute manufactures, jute yarn & twine,
acrylic yarn, shrimps, leather products, footwear (leather and
sports), , PVC bags, tobacco, ceramic tableware, pharmaceuticals,
toys, engineering products, etc. The products that Bangladesh
mainly imports from the Netherlands include vegetable products,
live animals, prepared food stuffs, animal or vegetable fats and oils,
mineral products, chemical products, pharmaceutical products,
organic chemicals, base metals, etc. Bangladesh Embassy in The
Hague and the Centre for the promotion of imports from the
developing countries (CBI) of the Netherland are engaged to
enhance exports from Bangladesh to the Netherlands.

Investment cooperation

The investment made by the investors of the Netherlands in
Bangladesh since 1971 to 2017 is US$ 852.42 million including
an investment of US$90.04 million in 2016-17. The Dutch were
among the pioneers with regard to foreign private investment in
Bangladesh. Dutch companies like Unilever, Philips, Organon,
Shell, etc. were active in Bangladesh from very early years of our
independence. Over 30 Dutch companies including Phillips,
Organon / Akzo, Unilever are presently active in Bangladesh.
The Embassy of Bangladesh in The Hague and the Netherlands
Enterprise Agency (RVO) are engaged to encourage Dutch investors
to avail investment opportunities in Bangladesh.

Capacity building

The Netherlands supports Bangladesh as a priority country in
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The Dutch were among the pioneers with
regard to foreign private investment in
Bangladesh. Dutch companies like Unilever,
Philips, Organon, Shell, etc. were active in
Bangladesh from very early years of our
independence
capacity building. Last year, the Dutch government has earmarked
Euro 11 million for capacity building in Bangladesh for the
period 2018-2022. The support will be in the form of three types
of interventions: individual scholarships, group trainings and
institutional projects focusing on sustainable improvement of
technical and higher education capacity.

Sectoral cooperation

Water is the most prominent sector for the Netherlands for
cooperation with Bangladesh. The Dutch water programme
in Bangladesh focuses on: participatory water management in
polders in the coastal zone, river management, drinking water and
sanitation in rural and urban areas, and strengthening of key water
institutions. On the other hand, Bangladesh is one of the five delta
countries included in the Dutch Water Mondiaal Programme and
the cooperation of the two countries has resulted in the formulation
of Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100. The plan aims at long-term water
and food security, economic growth and sustainable environment
for Bangladesh while coping with natural disasters and climate
change related adaptive and integrated strategies. The Netherlands
is expected to continue its cooperation in implementing the
Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 as well.
Bangladesh aspires to have much deeper and diverse cooperation
in the field of agriculture. Acknowledging the presence of as many
as 30 Dutch agricultural companies in Bangladesh, the Embassy
of Bangladesh in The Hague is working towards deepening our
relations in agricultural production and technology (greenhouse
farming and re-circulated aquaculture, etc), farm produce
processing, agribusiness, etc. Bangladesh wishes to gain insights on
Dutch culture of doing more with the less.
The Netherlands has the potential to be a partner for Bangladesh
in Blue Economy, especially in the areas of deep sea fishing, marine
aquaculture, port infrastructure, coastal and cruise tourism,
offshore renewable energy, biotechnology, coastal protection,
coastal land reclamation, etc.
Bangladesh, with her growing economic strength and sizable
domestic market, presents herself as a destination for handsome
return of Dutch investments. Given the Dutch ingenuity and her
culture of innovation and as a gateway to Europe, the Netherlands
remains as a formidable trade and development partner of
Bangladesh. The Embassy of Bangladesh in The Hague is committed
towards furthering this win-win enterprise to the benefits of our
both the peoples.

Contribution of the Netherlands
Development Cooperation with Bangladesh

N

etherlands development cooperation with Bangladesh
started in 1972 shortly after Independence of
Bangladesh. The earliest motivation to provide aid
to Bangladesh was the urgent need for humanitarian
assistance and rehabilitation of the economy after the independence.
Following this phase, the poverty of the country made it one of the
Netherlands’ major partner countries. Since 1972 the Netherlands
has maintained a continuous and substantial aid relationship with
Bangladesh, with disbursements until 2018 totaling US$ 1.2 billion.
Traditionally the Netherlands has a strong position in the
development cooperation with Bangladesh in water management,
SRHR and gender, as well as in food security/agriculture. In
recent years the Netherlands has also gained prominence in the
RMG sector in which the country is considered a well-respected
partner. All activities align with Bangladesh national policy and
development plans.
The present development relationship is being changed towards
an economic and trade relationship. Yet, with still over 30 million
people living in poverty, in the coming years the Netherlands will
focus on aid, trade and investment. The Bangladeshi economy is
becoming more mature and will contribute to the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by ensuring job
growth, diversifying the economy, improving value chains and
aiming for inclusiveness. By linking development programmes and
private sector initiatives, the Dutch Embassy in Dhaka will strive
to make the programmes and their outcomes more impactful and
sustainable.
The Netherlands works with a large number and wide range

of partners (42 contract parties in the bilateral programme),
government, multilateral organisations, and international,
Netherlands and local NGOs/implementing partners. Fourteen
centrally funded partnerships have activities in Bangladesh, among
them 10 Dialogue and Dissent partnerships.
Apart from private sector development (PSD) activities in the
Netherlands’ bilateral programme, there are other Netherlands
development organisations active in the area of PSD. FMO, the Dutch
Entrepreneurial Development Bank, has an investment portfolio of
US$ 350 million and is planning to increase its investments. The
Centre for the Promotion of Imports from developing countries
(CBI) has been supporting the Bangladesh Export Promotion
Bureau. It also worked with approximately 20 RMG-factories to
improve their social and environmental compliance and is looking
for other sectors in which it can become active. PUM, Netherlands
Senior Experts Program, active since 1989, is planning to expand its
program to at least 100 missions per year.
Skills and knowledge development is an important element in the
Netherlands’ development cooperation program, a.o. through the
Orange Knowledge Program (OKP), which is implemented by
NUFFIC. Apart from NUFFIC, other Netherlands knowledge and
research institutes like WUR/CDI, Deltares, IHE, the Netherlands
Water Partnership (NWP), ISS, and NWO/WOTRO also have
activities in/with the country.

Key sectors/themes:
Water management

The overall aim of the water program in Bangladesh is to contribute
to a healthy living environment and wellbeing for the population,
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as well as economic growth. Particular focus is on the poor and
vulnerable. It is anticipated that there will be more extreme rainfall,
higher sea water levels, increasing industrial pollution and further
urbanization.
Bangladesh continues to have high needs and expectations for close
bilateral cooperation in the area of water management. Important
challenges in that area include climate change adaptation, providing
protection against storm surges along the coast, preventing floods
in cities, and ensuring a sustainable water supply in light of
groundwater depletion, arsenic and industrial contamination, as
well as saline water intrusion along the coast.
The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (EKN) Water
Program for the period 2014-2018 focussed on assisting the
Government of Bangladesh in the formulation of a Bangladesh
Delta Plan (BDP) and Framework 2100 which will in turn
provide the basis for on-going and new activities in the areas of
(i) participatory water management in the existing polders and in
the reclaimed land of the coastal zone, (ii) river management, (iii)
drinking water and sanitation in rural and urban areas and (iv)
skills development and institutional strengthening.

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and gender

The Netherlands is one of the most active and long-standing
partners in the area of sexual and reproductive health and rights
(SRHR) and gender in Bangladesh. Specifically, the SRHR (Sexual,
Reproductive Health and Rights) program of the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands aims to reduce maternal mortality
and end violence against women, including child marriage in
Bangladesh.
The target group includes young adolescents between the ages
of 10-19. The SRHR program emphasizes the importance of
adolescents being better informed about sexuality and having
better access to quality, youth friendly, public and private sexual
and reproductive health care services, especially in slums and rural
areas. Due attention is also given to the creation of an enabling
environment, the importance of male engagement and private
sector involvement. Other subjects addressed are the prevention
of unwanted pregnancies, access to contraceptives, Menstrual
Regulation (MR), comprehensive sexuality education, ending child
marriage, improved menstrual hygiene and eradication of violence
against women (VAW).

Food security/agriculture

The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands addresses
through its Food Security Program all four aspects of food
security - availability of food, access to food, affordability of food
products and utilization of nutritious food. The overall objective
of the Food Security strategy is to increase food security for the
most food insecure households by enabling them to get access to
sufficient and balanced food throughout the year on the basis of
strengthened livelihoods; this is in line with the National Food
Policy of Bangladesh and its Plan of Action.
Four focus areas were identified in the strategy: 1) improved
water resource management and infrastructure for agricultural
production, 2) fisheries and aquaculture development, 3) livestock
development and 4) improvement of food quality, the latter
focusing on the use of (nutritious) food. Soon after, also food safety
was included. Key to agricultural development in general and in
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the selected subsectors in particular is that small producers develop
profitable linkages with input and output markets. The development
of these sectors requires the active involvement of the private sector
serving local, national and international markets. Market access
facilitation and value chain development are therefore critical
features of EKN’s approach to food security.
The sectors fisheries/aquaculture and livestock especially have a
large potential to develop in Bangladesh. The development of these
sectors can provide a regular income to rural households, especially
to women, and can be well integrated into present farming practices.
Moreover, fish, eggs, meat and milk help diversify household diets in
that they provide much needed proteins. Transporting, marketing
and processing in these sectors can generate non-farm employment
for resource-poor households, including women. Therefore some
Food Security projects especially focus on these sectors
Dutch private companies may assist in strengthening value chains
in these sectors and expand marketing opportunities, while Dutch
research institutions and development organizations may provide
know-how in these areas and contribute their skills in working
with comprehensive approaches through multi-stakeholder
processes. As part of the transitional process (from aid to trade)
EKN Dhaka is partnering more and more with Dutch companies,
knowledge institutes, Dutch NGOs and actively links the Dutch
and Bangladeshi Private Sector actors with each other to generate
mutual beneficial outcomes.

Ready Made Garments (RMG)

A priority of the Netherlands is to improve safety and labour
conditions in the Ready Made Garments (RMG) sector through
political and diplomatic involvement and financial support to
various programs. At the core of the Netherlands’ involvement
in the RMG sector lies the belief that safe and decent working
conditions ultimately lead to increased competitiveness of
the sector. Since all actors in the garment value chain share
a responsibility for safe and decent working conditions, the
government of the Netherlands promotes CSR and gender
equality across the entire value chain.
In Bangladesh, assistance is provided to the government of
Bangladesh in enhancing its capacity to manage and enforce factory
safety, to improve and implement labour laws and regulations
and to ensure workers’ rights. Also, the Netherlands’ programme
supports government, employers and trade unions in Bangladesh
to enhance occupational safety and health, social dialogue and
social and environmental compliance.

Bangladesh
Leading in
Women
Empowerment
We have to work together to create a safer
environment for women and girls, equip them with
the right skills and education, and empower them as
agents of social transformation.
Sheikh Hasina
Honourable Prime Minister of People’s Republic of Bangladesh

W

omen’s participation in the workplace, leadership
role in the political and social arenas and access
to credit can be regarded as empowerment of
women. Women empowerment is the reflection
of gender equality which is the precursor to moving the country
forward, towards middle income status, towards inclusive and
sustainable development. There is much for the world to learn from
the experiences of Bangladesh. The ever-increasing contribution
of women is clearly evident in every spheres of the society. Their
increasing active participation in all sectors ranging from agriculture
to politics has made great impact to the national development. The
visible changes in women’s political and economic participation
throughout the country testify the government commitment and to
people’s aspiration to a more equitable society.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has emphasized the need to undertake
three actions to advance women’s empowerment, including working
to overcome gender stereotypes regarding women’s abilities. She said
this at Conference of the United Nations (UN) Headquarters while
addressing a high-level discussion on “Economic Growth Through
Women’s Empowerment.” Hasina called for women’s productivity

Women hold 50 reserve
seats in Bangladesh
National Parliament

Current parliament
has 72 women
members which is
20%
of total seat

13,500 elected
female members
are working in
different tiers of local
government

Bangladesh won the
Women in Parliament
Award in the South
and Southeast Asia
categories for closing
gender gap in
politics.
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6.5%
Women workforce
contributes to 34% of
the GDP

5%
Rate of
unemployed
women decreased

to be enhanced by addressing gender-specific challenges, such as
violence against women; creating equal opportunities for women
in all sectors of life; and improving livelihoods through genderresponsive policy interventions, reports UNB.
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres was present at the event
hosted by the President of Lithuania and Chair of the Council of
Women Leaders Dalia Grybauskaite. The prime minister said:
“We’ve learned from our experience that economy gains significantly
from empowerment of women. Greater gender equality reflects a
better education and health system, higher per capita income, faster
economic growth and greater competitiveness.”She said, globally,
50% of women aged 15 and above, are employed—compared to
about 75% of men. She mentioned that a large number of women
are unemployed and women earn 10%-30% less than men for the
same work.
The Prime Minister said a McKinsey Global Institute study
suggests closing gender gaps in the labor market would add 12%Collateral Free
Micro Credit For
Rural Women at
only 5% Service
Charge
15% Refinance Fund
reserved for women
entrepreneurs

Entitlement To
collateral Free SME
loan up to tk 2.5
million
Women
entrepreneurs
receive 10% of small
enterprise fund

Women
entrepreneurs receive
10% industrial plots

54,000 women
entrepreneurs
received $600
as SME million
fund in 2017

ICT division actively
involved in supporting
education and
entrepreneurship among
rural women

The prime minister said: “There are 72 women members in the
current Parliament of Bangladesh, while the speaker, the leader of
the House and the deputy leader of the House are all women.”
According to the World Economic Forum’s 2018 report, Bangladesh
is Asia’s second most gender-equal country. Women are receiving
education free of cost in public institutions, up to Class-XII, and
they are also provided with easy access to micro savings. Currently,
there are 20 million women employed in the agriculture, service,
and industrial sectors in Bangladesh.
Bangladeshi women hold high positions in the judiciary and
administration, plus, they are making history as part of UN
peacekeeping operations.
Bangladesh is featured as one of the top ten nations to have
reduced gender inequality by political empowerment of women.
Bangladesh has been making steady progress year-on-year in

Girls enrollment rate at
the primary schools is

2.7 million girls

99.40%

51%

students are female
in primary schools

25% percent to global GDP by 2025. She said the realization of
“leaving no one behind” is contingent upon gender equality and
women’s economic empowerment. “Despite our commitments and
efforts, gender gaps around the world remain large, pervasive, and
persistent,” she added.
PM Hasina, while speaking about women’s empowerment in
Bangladesh, said: “The government has prioritized various
programs and policies, especially for women that have not only
left positive impacts on their economic empowerment but also
reinforced their status in society.
Here, women’s empowerment has been identified as the most
significant determinant of the outstanding economic progress of
the country. Our aim is to focus on decreasing the gender gap in
targeted sectors like: education, employment, business and policy
making.”
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Labour force
participation rate of
women is 35% average
of the South Asian
higher than 35.6%

students are female in
secondary schools

The women athletes’
won 8 medals in
South Asian Games

53%
students are female in
secondary schools

The first all- female floor
hockey teamwon a gold
on Special Olympic 2017

The Women Cricket Team
won a Silver Medal in
Asian Games 2014

The Women Kabbadi Team
won the bronze medal in
Asian Games-2014

reducing gender inequality. Bangladesh is also featured as one
of the top 10 nations which have reduced gender inequality by
political empowerment of women. The World Economic Forum
recently ranked Bangladesh first in gender equality among
South Asia nations for the second consecutive year. The Forum’s
“Gender Gap Index of 2017” highlights Bangladesh’s success in
four key areas: education, economic participation, health, and
political empowerment. While no country has eliminated the
gender gap completely, Bangladesh has had a steady climb in the
ranking, rising 25 places over the preceding year to no. 47 in the
world. Bangladesh consistently outperforms its neighbors India
and Pakistan on measures of gender inequality. Bangladesh has
substantially achieved MDGs with regard to gender parity which
will help to implement SDG-5, Gender Equality before 2030. The
country is well on track to achieve gender parity in all aspects of
life.

Bangladesh: Fairs & Festivals
Traditional

The rest of the world may have their blast of New Year in January
1st. But for us, the advent of Bengali New Year (Pahela Baishakh;
April 14 of each year) is the most cheerful, colorful and amazing
public holiday that is immensely observed throughout the country.
From urban concrete jungle to blissful natural rural landscape, the
unbound color of life will definitely mesmerize you. It is presumed
that the tradition of Pahela Baishakh started about 600 years back.
One of the chief customaries of Pahela Baishakh is clearing up
all the dues of present year on the last day of Chaitra (the twelfth
month of the Bengali calendar). On the first day of Bengali New
Year, the landlords or the shop owners offer sweets to their tenants
and customers.
In Dhaka, under the Banyan Tree at Ramna Park, the biggest and
most colorful celebration of Pahela Baishakh takes place. The
programme initiates with Tagore’s famous song titled “Eso he
Baishakh eso eso” (Come O Baishakh, come come) performed by
the artists of Chhayanat. The students and teachers of Institute of
Fine Arts bring out a colorful procession and parade around their
campus with sculptures that resemble our age old culture. With
wearing traditional attires, hundreds of Bangladeshi people join
both events. Every media channel — based Bangladesh — broadcast
a live coverage on both of this programme. The newspapers also
publish special news and supplements following this event.
Baishakhi mela (in Bengali mela means fair) is the most amazing

part of Pahela Baishakh. Life happens there. And music and color
brings life to the Baishakhi fair. Many kind of traditional handicrafts,
toys, hand-made cakes, special kinds of food stuff, sweets, potteries,
bangles, pitchers and cane products are the main exhibits at these
fairs. Although the fairs are held all over our country, but the fair
at Dhaka University and Ramna is the most famous. The fairs also
provide entertainment, with singers and dancers staging Jatra, Pala
gan, Kavigan, Jarigan, Gambhira Gan, Gazir Gan and Alkap Gan.
Artistes present folk songs as well as Baul, Marfati, Murshidi and
Bhatiali songs

Shakrain Festival

Celebrated especially in Old Dhaka, Shakrain Festival (also known
as Kite Festival) is observed at the end of the Bengali month Poush
or January 14 or 15. This is day is also known as Poush Shangkranti.
The major attraction of this festival is that people of all ages gather
around their rooftop with their kites in the afternoon. They fly their
kites high and sometimes this festival often brings the epic and
exciting kite fighting. Each participant attempts to snag each other’s
kite. At the night, people crack their fireworks in a way to light up
the sky of old Dhaka. This gets even more exciting with the flameeaters skills of fire show.

Lalon Mela

Lalon Shah is one of most acclaimed and prominent philosopher
from Bangladesh. His distinctive tradition of philosophy is still
being carried out through thousands of songs and composition
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which he wrote during his lifetime. His vision on human life is
the fundamental base of Baul culture and tradition which is now
currently appreciated and studied by major researchers all over the
world.
Every year on the first week of April, a fair is organized following
Lalon Shah’s birth anniversary by the devotees. The fair is held at the
akhra (the place where Lalon lived) situated in Kushtia. The entire
place goes through colorful decoration on this occasion. Thousands
devotees from both abroad and Bangladesh gather in the Akhra
to celebrate this day. With ektara and other musical instrument,
the singers of Lalon Academy perform Lalon’s song all through
the night during this fair. With the hymn of thousands unique
composition, the devotees from all around the world remember the
veracity of his philosophical thoughts.

Lalon Mela

Lalon Shah is one of most acclaimed and prominent philosopher
from Bangladesh. His distinctive tradition of philosophy is still
being carried out through thousands of songs and composition
which he wrote during his lifetime. His vision on human life is
the fundamental base of Baul culture and tradition which is now
currently appreciated and studied by major researchers all over the
world.
Every year on the first week of April, a fair is organized following
Lalon Shah’s birth anniversary by the devotees. The fair is held at the
akhra (the place where Lalon lived) situated in Kushtia. The entire
place goes through colorful decoration on this occasion. Thousands
devotees from both abroad and Bangladesh gather in the Akhra
to celebrate this day. With ektara and other musical instrument,
the singers of Lalon Academy perform Lalon’s song all through
the night during this fair. With the hymn of thousands unique
composition, the devotees from all around the world remember the
veracity of his philosophical thoughts.
Every year in the Bengali month of Falgun, especially during
Krishnapakkha, the thirteen days fair is held at the foot of the
hillock on land facing the vast sea. The sweet water of green
coconuts especially grown in this place is a most attractive and
popular drink. Devotees and visitors to the fair drink it before
worshipping the goddess of Adinath. Tribal-Festivals
A diverse range of Tribal festivals is celebrated and observed by the
tribal community in all over Bangladesh. Their exotic music and

Celebration of Pahela Baishak by the Embassy
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dance combined with their long cultural heritage is not only eyecatching but also exciting to the viewers.

Baisabi Festival

Baisabi Festival — commonly celebrated as “Biju” by the Chakma
and Tanchyanga, “Shangrai” as Marmas and “Baisuk” or “Baisu” by
Tripuras — is the main social festival of the tribal people in the hill
districts of Rangamati, Bandarban and Khagrachhari.
Each tribe has their own way of celebrating this festival. For example:
Biju is celebrated for three consecutive days by the Chakmas and
Tanchyangas on the last two days of Chaitra and the first day of
Baishakh. They refrain themselves from killing any living creatures
during this festival. The last day of Chaitra is considered as the main
festival day. On this special day they cook a mixed curry with five
types of vegetables, which they call Pachan.
The Marinas celebrate Shangrai for four days. They all carry the
image of Lord Buddha to the river front and set down the image
on a floating bed. Afterwards, they complete the bathing of the
image in milk or sandalwood water and return with it to set it in
the Temple or in their homes. In every locality, the water throwing
festival starts with people throwing water at each other so that the
previous year’s sorrow will be washed away. The Baisuk festival of
the Tripura tribe is celebrated by worshipping the god Shiva and
asking for his blessings.

Kothin Chibor Dan Utsab

‘Kothin Chibor Dan’ is the greatest religious festival of the Buddhist
community where ‘viksus’ are given ‘chibor’ or cloth to wear which
the Buddhists believe as the best of all gifts. Chibor, the cloth that
viksus wear, may be of any six colors: those of a tree’s roots, trunk,
bark, dry leaves, fruit or flower.
This utsab or festival is celebrated with religious fervor at
Rangamati Rajban Bihara in the Rangamati hill district. Buddhist
community from all three hill districts as well many visitors and
tourists from home and abroad gather at Rangamati Rajban Bihara
area to participate in the festival. The elaborated schedule of this
programme includes Buddha puja, Ful puja, Sibli puja, feeding the
monks, astaporiskardan, taking Panchshil and Astashil and praying
for world peace.

Source: https://visitbangladesh.gov.bd/

Land of History,
Culture and Nature
Bangladesh is a gift of nature in richest of scenic beauty. Nature has bestowed so
much beauty on no other country in the world as on Bangladesh. It contains greater
biodiversity than that of many countries taken together. Indeed, few countries in
the world can match its rich and varied flora and fauna which are not only a unique
biological phenomenon but also a great natural resource of the country. Moreover,
Bangladesh is famous for its diverse culture.
The longest sea beach Cox’s Bazar, the world largest mangrove forests the Sundarban,
the living place of majestic Royal Bengal Tiger, lots of archaeological sites such as
sixty dome mosque and Paharpur Buddist bihar, monuments, hills, forests, wild life,
ethnic diversity, rich traditional handicraft and cottage etc are important branded
tourism product of Bangladesh that always attract tourists. The fascinating ancient
history, vibrant cultures and people, warm hospitality of the local people, numerous
panoramic scenic beauties, rich archaeological sites, historical ruins, sandy sea
beaches, hills and forests and wildlife, flora and fauna of Bangladesh raises her
potentiality to develop in tourism.
Given the potentiality, the present government under the leadership of Hon’ble
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, has established Bangladesh Tourism Board (BTB)
under the Bangladesh Tourism Board Act-2010 to establish Bangladesh as one of
the popular tourist destinations of south Asia. To achieve this target BTB is working
relentlessly to develop world-class tourism products and services and promoting
Bangladesh tourism at home and abroad. Moreover, Bangladesh Tourism Board is
trying to engage more and more people in tourism activities and make them aware
of the benefits of tourism. In addition, BTB has also been organizing international
events for creating a positive image of the country to the international communities.
To achieve the SDGs by 2030, Bangladesh Tourism Board, under the supervision of
the Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism, is trying to perform its specific role as
National Tourism Organization.
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Nilgiri

Bandarbans, Bangladesh
Nilgiri is one of the tallest peaks and beautiful
tourist spots in Bangladesh situated at about
3500 feet high from sea level. In rainy season
here creates a spectacular scenery and the
whole spot is covered with the blanket of
clouds. It is a nice place for campfire in that
season. The most attractive time is the dawn.
Here, Hill trekking is another attraction for
adventure tourist. You are cordially welcome to
visit Nilgiri.

Bangladesh Tourism Board
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National Tourism Organization
www.tourismboard.gov.bd; www.visitbangladesh.gov.bd

BANGLADESH
LAND OF STORIES
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Bangladesh is a “Land of Stories”. Everything of this land tells a story; a story of Bangladeshi
people and their heart. Not only the livelihood of Bangladeshi people is deeply rooted in
this land, but also their life is deeply incorporated in this land.
This country has a very fertile alluvial soil which gives the country abundant crops every
year. These lands are like our parents, our eternal guardian who take cares of us, nurture
us with providing our primitive needs. With a grand and resourceful Bay of Bengal at
its south, Bangladesh is called the land of rivers. As a riverine country, about 700 rivers
including tributaries flow through the country in which the souls and livelihood of
Bangladeshi people are strongly connected.
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21° N, 92° E

Cox’s Bazar
Today, Cox’s Bazar is one of the most visited tourist destinations in Bangladesh. It even has
the potential of becoming as one of the world’s major tourist destinations because of its
breathtaking beauty, longest unbroken beach and growing stream of international visitors to the
camps housing over a million displaced Rohingyas from Myanmar.
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21° N, 89° E

The Sundarbans
The Sundarbans in Bangladesh is part of the world’s largest mangrove forest, lying on the
delta of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers and bordering India’s Sundarbans
National Park, which was inscribed as a World Heritage site in 1997. It is the largest single
block of tidal halophytic mangrove forest in the world.
Bestowed with magnificent scenic beauty and natural resources, it is internationally
recognized for its high biodiversity of mangrove flora and fauna both on land and water.
Sundarbans is a mosaic of islands of different shapes and sizes, perennially washed by
brackish water shrilling in and around the endless and mind-boggling labyrinths of water
channels. The site supports exceptional biodiversity in its terrestrial, aquatic and marine
habitats. The Sundarbans is of universal importance for globally endangered species like
world famous, the Royal Bengal Tiger, Ganges and Irawadi dolphins, estuarine crocodiles
and the critically endangered endemic river terrapin (Batagur baska). It is the only mangrove
habitat in the world for Panther atigris tigris species.
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25°N, 88°E

Somapura Mahavihara
Somapura Mahavihara in Paharpur, Badalgachhi Upazila, Naogaon District, Bangladesh is among the best known Buddhist viharas in
the Indian Subcontinent and is one of the most important archaeological sites in the country. It was designated as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 1985. It dates from a similar time period to the nearby Halud Vihara and to the Sitakot Vihara in Nawabganj Upazila of
Dinajpur District.
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RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE EMBASSY
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