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Press Release
Bangladesh supports OIC backed initiative by The Gambia in the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
12 November 2019, The Hague: The international community was urged to extend its political, diplomatic and moral support to The Gambian efforts in bringing Myanmar before the International Court of Justice for its genocidal acts against the Rohingyas in the Rakhine State in a Welcome Reception in honour of The Gambian Minister of Justice Abubakar Tambadou.
The Reception was jointly organized by the Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Netherlands, Sheikh Mohammed Belal and Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to the Netherlands Dr.Hissa Abdulla Alotaiba (curent Chair of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers) at the Bangladesh House in the evening of 11 November 2019. Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court Fatou Bensouda, Dean of Diplomatic Corps & Ambassador of Nicaragua to the Netherlands Mr. Carlos J. Arguello  Gomez, Permanent Representative of The Gambia to the OIC and the Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to ICC, Ambassadors of Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Pakistan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Thailand, Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Austria, Australia, Cyprus, Ireland, Kosovo, and Senegal; CDA, a.i. of UAE, Belarus, and Cameroon; Gambia’s Legal Team, representative from the OIC Secretariat, representatives from Civil Society Organizations/ NGOs including No Peace Without Justice, Human Rights Watch, Women's Initiatives for Gender Justice, among others, joined the Reception.
Bangladesh Ambassador to the Netherlands explained how Bangladesh has been bearing the brunt over decades of the systematic persecution against the Rohingyas in the Rakhine State by the Myanmar authorities. The Ambassador appreciated The Gambia for its courage and determination to institute a case against Myanmar at the ICJ under the 1948 Genocide Convention and thanked the OIC to back The Gambia in this endeavour. Lamenting international community’s sense of indifference, he wondered what would happen had Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, whom the world came to know as “Mother of Humanity”, would not have opened the border for these Rohingyas. The Ambassador wondered “why the world is not The Gambia?”. He sought support from the international community for the return of the forcibly displaced Rohingyas from Bangladesh to their origins in Myanmar with safety, security and dignity. 
As Saudi Arabia is the current Chair of the OIC Summit, Ambassador of the Saudi Arabia to the Netherlands Abdulaziz Abdullah Abdulaziz Abohaimed also spoke on the occasion. He referred to the 14th Heads of State Summit of the OIC held on 31 May 2019 in Makkah Al Mukarramah that affirmed its support, using all international legal instruments, to hold accountable the perpetrators of crimes against the Rohingya and urged upon The Gambia to take immediate measures to launch the case at the ICJ on behalf of the OIC. Appreciating The Gambia to file the case against Myanmar at the ICJ, the Ambassador assured that as the Chair of the OIC Summit, Saudi Arabia would continue to extend support to The Gambia to hold Myanmar accountable for its genocidal acts against Rohingyas.
The Minister of Justice of The Gambia Abubakar Tambadou termed the filing of the application by The Gambia against Myanmar before the ICJ as a historic occasion and expressed his sincere appreciation to the OIC for its support and endorsement to The Gambia to ensure accountability for the human rights violations against the Rohingyas in Myanmar. Referring to his visit to Rahingya camps in Cox’s Bazar in May 2018 as the leader of The Gambian delegation to the OIC Council of Foreign Minister’s Meeting held in Bangladesh, The Gambian Minister shared his experience of discussion with the victims of atrocities and expressed his resolve that The Gambia, with the support of the OIC, shall hold Myanmar accountable for its committing genocide against the Rohingyas. He sought political, diplomatic and moral support from the international community to ensure justice for the Rohingya genocide victims so that such genocide cannot be repeated in the Rakhine State or elsewhere.
The Minister of Justice of The Gambia Abubakar Tambadou flanked by the Legal Team and the Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Netherlands Sheikh Mohammed Belal and Permanent Representative of The Gambia to the OIC Omar Sallah filed an application before the International Court of Justice in The Hague in the morning of 11 November 2019 instituting proceedings and request for provisional measures against Myanmar for violation of the 1948 Genocide Convention by its atrocity crimes against Rohingyas in the Rakhine State.
The 45th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the OIC held from 5-6 May 2018 in Bangladesh established the OIC Ad Hoc Ministerial Committee with The Gambia as the Chair and Bangladesh as one of the other nine members, among others, to ensure accountability and justice for gross violations of international human rights and humanitarian laws and principles. 
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